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Week Ending Friday, April 21, 2006 


The President’s Radio Address 


April 15, 2006 


Good morning. Monday is tax day, and that 
means many of you are busy finishing up your 
tax returns. The good news is that this vear 
Americans will once again keep more ol their 
hard-earned dollars because of the tax cuts 
Wwe passed in 2001 and 2003 

An important debate is taking place in 
Washington over whether to kee p these tax 
cuts in place or to raise vour taxes. For the 
sake of American workers and their families 
and for our entrepreneurs, | believe Con 
gress needs to make the tax relief permanent 

Our economy prospers when Americans 
like you make the decisions on how to spend 
So the tax relief 


we passed cut taxes tor evervone 


save, and invest your money 
who pays 
income taxes. We cut taxes on families by 
lowering rates and by doubling the child 

Den 


We also reduced the | 


alty, because our Tax ¢ ‘ode should encourage 


credit marriage 


marriage, not penalize it. We cut taxes on 
allowing them to expand 
And we worked with 
Congress to phase out the de 


small businesses 
and hire more workers 
‘ath tax, because 
Government should not tax farmers or small 
business owners twice OnCE when you make 
your money and the second time when you 
try to pass the fruits of vour life’s work on 
to vour loved ones 

So far, the tax relief I signed has left S$SSO 
billion with 


me 
business owners and families, and you have 


America’s workers and small 


used that money to fuel an economic resur 
gence. Our economy has added jobs for 31] 
months in a row, creating more than 5.1 mil 
lion new jobs for American workers. And the 
unemployment rate is now down to 4.7 per 
cent, below the average rate for each of the 
past four decades. Real after-tax income pet 
person has grown by more than 8 percent 
since I took office. And that means, on aver- 
Americans have an income that is $2,100 


age 


higher this vear than it was at the beginning 
of 2001, after adjusting for inflation. 

Not evervone agrees that we should let you 
keep more of your money. Some in Wash- 
ington said that by cutting taxes, we were 
On the day that the 
House and Senate were finalizing the 2003 
tax cuts 


ruining our economy 

one Democratic leader said these 
] 

cuts would do nothing to create jobs Since 

then, the that 


wrong 


facts have proven critic 
5.1 million times over 

Tax relief has done exactly what it was de 
signed to do: It has created jobs and growth 
for the 


Washington are now proposing that we raise 


American people Yet some here in 


taxes, either by repealing the tax cuts or let- 
ting them expire These are the same politi- 
cians who told us that letting you keep more 
of your own money would be irresponsible 
and reckless and shameful. They were wrong 
then, and they are wrong now. To keep our 
economy creating jobs and opportunity, Con- 
gress needs to make the tax relief permanent 

There’s more to do to maintain America’s 
economic strength. We’re working to address 
rising energy prices and health care costs, 
which puts pressure on family budgets and 
the bottom lines of our small businesses. | 
have proposed practical reforms that would 
make health care more available and afford- 
able, and | put forward an energy initiative 
that would make our de pendence on Middle 
Eastern oil a thing of the past. I urge Con- 
gress to act on these important priorities, so 
we can keep America the economic leader 
of the world and allow more families and 
small businesses to realize the American 
Dream 

America’s economy is strong and bene- 
fiting all Americans. By keeping taxes low 
and adopting sound policies that help our 
workers to compete and our businesses to 
grow and expand, we will keep the economy 
moving forward and extend prosperity and 
hope in our country. 


Thank you for listening. 
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\p) 


Nott The address was recorded at 7:36 a.m. on 
April 13 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 15. The tran 
tilable by th Ottice of th 
mn April 14 


until the 


script was made ay 
) tor byayt 1 } | 
Press Secretar Dut was embargoec 


Office of the 


) , : 
Press Secretarv also released a Spanish language 


for re lease broadcast The 


transcript ol this address 


Remarks Following a Meeting on 
Taxes and the National Economy in 
Sterling, Virginia 

April 17, 2006 


} 


I want to thank Carlos and Owen and 


Adam for im iting us to their business. I also 
to thank the 


a discussion with 
| 


folks that we had 
We've got 
venefited from the tax 


and Ol 


want other 
tor comimg Ovel 
folks that have reliel 
bot] I-I ' 

OTH AS a STNAN-DUSINESS OWNE! 


Mike 


it's been a TOK 1d discussion 


ui ein 


ployee except tor he’s a firefighte: 
And 

Here’s what I come the 
And 


small businesses create two-thirds of 


One 


tax relief he Ipe d small businesses a lot 


away with 


Since 
the new jobs of America, it is no wonder that 
When you he Ip 


with tax 


expanding 


| 
oul job Dase 1s 


the 


vou re helping to 


relief 
And 
seeing across the country 


million new jobs in the last 


small-business owner 
create ¢ mployment 
that’s what we're 
We've 


2 vears. A lot of it has to do with the 


added 5 | 
tact 
that oul small business owners are confide rit 
and thev’re inve sting and they're expanding 
the job base 

I talked to Shannon Bennett. She’s a single 
mom with on who saved about 


$1,200 or $1,300 on her taxes this past year 


vouno 
young son 


And it’s Important for her family that she has 


got some additional money. Owen—I mean 


Mike has got three 


fighter. The tax relief he Ipe d. In other words 


children. He’s a fire 


tax relief help. d the small-business owne1 


families 


it s helped our 
And what's interesting is, the tax relief is 
Actually 


crats in Congress who would like to raise 


set to expire there’s some Demo- 


taxes now. And if that happe ns, it will be a 
tax increase no one expects no one wants 
It will be like getting hit by one of these gran- 
ite rocks. 

And so I strongly urge the United States 


Congress to understand the positive effects 
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of the tax relief and to ke Pp the taxes low 
keep the taxes low on the working peopl 
keep the taxes low on these small-business 
owners, so that we continue 


so that we can 


continue to be th in economy that leads 
the world 
And I want to th 


letting us come by. It’s 


ink you for your time 
tax day, and it’s a 
It’s 


pe 0 


day to recommit ourselves to low taxes 
a day that understands that when these 
ple filing out their forms and writing checks 
to the 
money 


And we 


their own money 


1 
Government, that it’s the people’s 


Dy 
intend to let people keep more ol 
sake of the 


for the 
e of our families 


that’s coming to Washington 


econ 
omy and for the sak 

So thanks for letting us come by Appre 
vork. I love the fact that 


Ame rie 


ciate your hard 


you re living the in Dream 
Presid 


Distributor 


Note: The 
ropa Stone 


it spoke at 11:12 a.m. at 
Line 

reterre d to ¢ arlos Var la cO-OWNET ind pre sic nt 

Owen Werthmann, co-owne pre sident 

ind Adam Mahmud, co-owi 

Europa Stone Distribute 

Mike Obleas firetight 


and Rescue De partn ent 


In his re marks he 


ind vice 
pre sic nt 
Miguel 
Fire 


Ie! and vice 
] 
TS Inc nd 


Fairfax County 


Memorandum on Designation of 
Officers of the Social Security 
Administration 

April 17, 2006 


] 


Viemorandum for the Commissioner of Social 


security 


Subject: Designation of Officers of the Social 
Security Administration 


By the authority vested in me as President 
under the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the Fed 
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, 5 U.S.( 
| hereby order that: 

Section 1. Orde: 
During any period when both the Com 


3345 et seq 
of Succession 
missioner of Social Security (Commissioner 
and the Deputy Commissioner of Social S« 
curity (Deputy Commissioner) have died, re 
signed, or otherwise become unable to per- 
form the functions and duties of the office 
the following officers of 
the 


otf Commissioner 


the Social Security Administration, in 
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order listed. shall pe rform the functions and 
if they 


‘ ‘ , 
are eligible to act as Commissioner under the 


duties of the office of Commissioner 


Provisions ol the Federal Vacanci S Retorm 
Act of 1998, until such time as the 


sioner o1 Deputy Commissioner is able to 


Commis 


px rform the functions and duties of the office 
ot Commissioner 
Chief of Staff 
Deputy Commissioner tor Operations 
Regional Commissioner, Philadelphia; an 
Regional Commissioner, Dallas 
Sec. 2. | rceptions 
a) No individual 


fice listed in section 1 in an acting capacity 
= i 


vho is sé rving in an ol 

by virtue of so serving, shall act as Commis 
] 

sioner pursu int to this memorandum 

1 


b Notwithstanding th provisions ot this 


memorandum, the President retains discré 
tion. to the extent permitte d by the Federal 
Vacancies Retorm Act ot 1998. 5 U.S.¢ 3345 
et seq., to depart from this memorandum in 
cle signating an acting Commissionet 

Sec. » i Prioi Vi morandum Supe rse at d 

This memorandum supersede s the 
dential Memorandum of May 9, 2002 
tled “Designation of Officers of the 
Security Administration 

Sec. 4. Publication 

You are authorized and directed to publish 


di ral Re oiste 


Presi 
enu 


Soc l il 


this memorandum in the F 
George W. Bush 


Office of the Federal R¢ g 


April 1S. 2006 


Filed with the 
10:42 a.m 


ister 


NotI his rhe 
Federal Register 


published in the 


io}! indum Vas | 


on \pril 19 


Remarks on the Nomination of Rob 
Portman To Be Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget and 
Susan C. Schwab To Be United States 
Trade Representative and an 
Exchange With Reporters 

pril 18, 2006 


The President. Good morning. Today I'm 


announcing my nomination of two out 
standing individuals to serve in my Cabinet 
and on my economic team 

First, I will nominate Rob Portman to be 


the Director of the Office of Management 


ind Budget. Rob will replace Josh Bolten 
vho this week started in his new role as my 
Chief of Staff. The Office of Management 
ind Budget is one of the most essential agen- 


The OMB has a 


central responsibility of implementing the 


cies ot our Government 


any 
full range of my administration’s agenda 


t 


from defense programs that will keep oul 
] 


people secure, to energy initiatives that will 


break our de pende nce on oil. to tax policies 


growing and creating 


hat ke ep our economy 
iobs 

areas, the job of the 
OMB Director is to ensure 


ment spends the taxpayers’ money wisely o1 


In the Sé and other 


that the Govern 


ita 


ll. He is the person in ¢ harge of meet 
ng our goal to cutting the budget deficit in 
half by 2009. And he is responsible for man 
sing Federal The 
American people deserve results for every 
hard-earned dollar they send to Washington 
The job of OMB Director is really an im 
' 


portant post and Rob Portman is the right 


programs  eftic iently 


in to take it on. Rob’s talent expertise and 
well known within my 
idministration and on ¢ apitol Hill. For the 


past 11 


record of success are 


Rob has served as United 
When he took 


ie job, I told him to focus on opening new 


months 


States Trade Re presentative 
+} 


arkets for American exports to ensure that 
our producers ind farmers are treated fairly 
the Central 
\merican-Dominican Republic Free Trade 


to get Congress to pass 


\orec ment lle S accomplished those goals 

| signed CAFTA into law last summer, and 
Rob Portman and his staff completed trade 
Peru, and 


1 ) ‘ 
agreements with Bahrain Jman 


( olombia HH 


} 


also re-energized the Doha 
talks at the World Trade 
Before joining my Cabinet, Rob represente d 
the 2d District of Ohio in the United States 


Congress tol 


race Organization 


more than a decade. He was 


a key part of the House leadership Ile was 
in influential member of the 
Means Committee 


chairman of the Budget Committee 


Wavs alt 
and he served as VICe 
His legislative achievements range from 
re forming the Internal Revenue Service, pro- 
viding tax relief for working families, to en- 
couraging retirement savings. Rob’s leader 
ship in Congress was also marked by an abil- 


ity to work across the aisle and bring people 
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together to get things done. And he’s going 
to bring that same skill to his new post 

As Director of OMB, Rob will have a lead 
ing role on my economic team. He will be 
part of daily senior staff meetings led by Josh 
Bolten. He will consult often and work close- 
ly with legislators on Capitol Hill. He will 
be a powerful voice for progrowth policies 
and spending restraint 

Rob is a man of deep integrity. He knows 
the priorities of my administration; he can 
And the Senate should con- 
firm him promptly as Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget 


get things done 


I’m also pleased to announce that I’m 
going to nominate Deputy U.S. Trade Rep 
Rob 


Portman as the new U.S. Trade Representa- 


resentative Susan Schwab to succeed 


tive 

Trade is one of the most powerful engines 
of growth and job creation. America accounts 
for about 5 percent of the world’s population 
and that means that 95 percent ot our poten 
tial customers live overseas. So my adminis- 
tration has taken 
break 
across the world 


When I took office 


trade agreements. Now, we have free trade 


“eEssive » ' 
an aggressive agenda tO 


down barriers to American exports 


we had three free 


agreements with 11 countries, and 18 more 
are pending. Susan will work hard to con 
clude that 


crops are 


these agreements and ensure 


American goods, services, and 
treated fairly in overseas markets. 
Last 


have free trade agreements represented 


vear, the countries with which we 
about 7 perce nt of the economy abroad but 
about 42 percent of our exports. Lowering 
trade barriers to the sale of our goods and 
services helps provide a level playing field 
for American workers 
ranchers. And that means more jobs and op- 


portunity, because our workers and ranchers 


and farmers and 


and farmers can compete with anybody, any- 
time, anywhere, so long as the rules are fair, 
and Susan Schwab understands that 

As Deputy U.S. Trade Representative for 
the past 5 Schwab 
worked tirelessly to open up new markets, 


months, Ambassador 
and at the same time making sure our people 
were treated fairly. Her trade portfolio CcOv- 
ered several continents, and she led USTR 
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efforts in a number of vital policy areas, in- 
cluding intellectual property enforcement 

Susan also worked closely with Ambas 
sador Portman to advance the Doha negotia- 
tions. Now she will use her experience to 
help complete the Doha round and create 
other new opportunities for American ex- 
porters. 

Ambassador Schwab started her career as 
an agricultural trade negotiator in the Office 
of the U.S. Trade Representative, and she 
served our Nation overseas as a trade policy 
officer in our Embassy in Tokvo. In the 
1980s, she worked as a trade specialist and 
then legislative director for Senator Jack 
Danforth, who chaired a key 
committee on trade. In the administration of 
Bush 
more than a thousand as Director General 


Senate sub- 


former President she led a staff of 
of the U.S. and Foreign Commercial Service. 
Susan has also served as an executive in the 
private sector at Motorola and as a professor 
and administrator at the | niversity of Mary- 
land 

Throughout her distinguished career 
Susan has earned the respect of her col- 
leagues, and she has my confidence as well 
The Senate should promptly confirm her 
nomination to be United States Trade Rep- 
resentative 

| appreciate the service that Rob and 
Susan have given the American people, and 
I'm really grateful they've agreed to take on 
new responsibilities I also thank Rob and Su- 
san’s families today. I’m really glad that Rob’s 


wife, Jane, is with us; and it’s my pleasure 


to have welcomed Susan's parents, Gerald 
and Joan, to the Oval Office and to the Rose 
Garden. Glad you all are here. 

I look forward to the Senate confirming 
Rob and Susan and welcoming them to be 
new members of my Cabinet. 

Congratulations, and thank you for your 
willingness to serve. 


|At this point, Director-designate Portman 
and Ambassador-designate Schwab 
brief remarks. | 


made 


Iran 

Q. Mr. President 

The President. Hold on for a second. 
please. I'll take a couple of questions. Nedra 
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[Nedra Pickler, Associated Press], Patsy | Pa- 
tricia Wilson, Reuters], and Kelly [Kelly 
O'Donnell, NBC News], in that order. 

Q. Thank you Mr. President. 

The President. A \ittle louder, 
older. 

Q. Sir, when you talk about Iran and you 
talk about how you have diplom: tic efforts, 
you also say all options are on the table. Does 
th it include the possibility of a nuclear 
strike? Is that something that your adminis- 
tration will plan for? 

The President. All options are on the 
table. We want to solve this issue diplomati- 
cally, and we're working hard to do so. The 
best way to do so is, therefore 


I'm getting 


» to be a united 
effort with countries who recognize the dan- 
And 


working very closely with 


ger of Iran having a nuclear weapon. 
that’s why we're 
countries like France 
Great Britain. I intend, to bring 
the subject up of Iranian ambitions to have 
a nuclear weapon with Hu Jintao this Thurs- 
day. 


and Germany and 


of course, 


And we'll continue to work diplomati- 
cally to get this problem solved 
Patsy. 


Israel-Palestinian Authority Relations 

Q. Sir, are you encouraging Israel to show 
restraint in reaction to yesterday s Palestinian 
bombing? Or would a measured military re- 
sponse be appropriate? 

The President. | consistently re- 
minded all parties that they must be mindful 
of whatever actions the 2 take and mindful 
of the consequences. Our gO il is to have two 


have 


states living side by side in peace. I strongly 
deplore the loss of innocent life in the attack 
on the folks in Israel yesterday. It is unjusti- 
fied, and it is unnecessary. And for those who 
love peace in the Palestinian territories, the 2) 
must stand up and reject this kind of vio- 
lence. 


Kelly. 


White House Staff/Fuel 


Q. Morning, Mr. President. Do you expect 
that there will be changes that were 
not voluntary? Today you've highlighted 
openings in your administration, but will Mr. 
Bolten ask some people to leave? And would 
you accept his counsel for Cabinet changes, 
as well as White House staffers? 


some 


Is 


The President. | understand this is—you 
know, this is a matter of high speculation 
here in Washington. It’s the game of musical 
chairs, I guess you'd say, that people love to 
follow. My instructions to Josh Bolten was 
that I expect him to design the White House 
structure so that it will function so that he 
can do his job, function in a way so he’s more 
likely to be able to do his job. And, of course, 
he will bring different recommendations to 
me as to who should be here and who should 
not be here. 

And I’m the person who believes in align- 
ing authority and responsibility. I've given 
him enormous responsibility and authority 
and expect the White House to work well. 
And it did under Andy Card, by the way. 
I'm most proud of his tenure as the Chief 
of Staff. 
changes. 


make 


ot course 


But with a new man will come some 
And Josh has got all the 


those 


rights to 
And, 
I listen to advice as to my Cabinet 
must tell you that 'm—I’ve got 
strong confidence in my Cabinet officials, all 


recommendations to me. 


as well. 


of them, and I appreciate the service they've 


rendered 

But I also understand what happens in 
Washington. You know, a little flicker of gos- 
sip starts moving hard, and people jump all 
over it. The thing the American people have 
this White 
House so it continues to function to deal with 
And we're dealing with 
major problems. We're dealing with a war 
on terror. We’ 
prices. 


got to know is, we'll structure 


major problems. 
re dealing with high gasoline 

And let me remind people that these high 
gasoline prices are caused by primarily three 


One, the in the 
crude oil. 


reasons: increase price of 
It’s one of the reasons I stood up 
in front of the Congress and said, we've got 
to have strong and active research and devel- 
opment to get us to diversify away from 
and 
we've got increasing demand from countries 
like India and China, which means that any 


disruption of supply or perceived disruption 


crude oil. It’s tight supply worldwide, 


of supply is going to cause the price of crude 
to go up. And that affects the price of gaso- 
line. 

there’s increasing demand. 
this time of year, people are beginning to 


Secondly, 
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Ps Api 


drive more, getting out on the highways, tak- 
little oft 


And that increasing demand is also 


ing a time and theyre moving 
around 
part of the reason the price of gasoline is 
going up 


And thirdly 


The summer fuel mix is different from State 


we're switching fuel mixes 
to State and is different from what is being 
And therefore, the com 


these creates higher 


used in the winter 
bination of gasoline 
prices And I’m concerned about higher gas 
oline prices I'm concerned what it means 
to the working families and small businesses 
and I'm also mindful that the Government 
has the responsibility to make sure that we 
watch very carefully and to investigate pos 
sible price gouging And we'll do just that 

Q. Is there going to be rationing, do you 
think? 

The President. No 


word 


1 don’t—that’s your 


Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld 

Q. Mi President, you've made it a practice 
of not commenting on potential personnel 
moves 

The President. Of course | did 


Q. 


The President. You can understand why 


of calling it speculation 


because we've got people's reputations at 
stake. And on Friday, I stood up and said 
I don't appreciate the speculation about Don 
Rumsfeld; he’s doing a fine job; I strongly 
support him 

Q. But what do you say to critics who be 
lieve that you're ignoring the advice of re 
tired generals military commanders, who say 
that there needs to be a change? 

The President. | say 


but mine is the final decision 


I listen to all voices 
And Don 
Rumsteld is doing a fine job. He’s not only 
transforming the military; he’s fighting a wan 
on terror. He's helping us fight a war on ter 
ror. I have strong confidence in Don Rums 
feld and I read the front 
page and I know the speculation But I'm 
the decider And 
Don Rumsfeld to remain 
as the Secretary of Defense 


| hear the voices 


and 1 decide what is best. 
what’s best is for 


I want to thank vou all very much. 


Nore: The President spoke at 9:27 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks 


he referred to President Hu Jintao of China; and 
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former Senator John ¢ Danforth of Mis 


Jack 


sour 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Fuad Siniora of 
Lebanon 


April 18, 2006 


President Bush. \t's been my honor to 
welcome the Prime Minister of Lebanon to 
the Oval Office. Prime Minister, thanks for 
coming. 

Prime Minister Siniora. Thank you very 
much for giving us the opportunity. 

President Bush. Well, we just had a really 
interesting discussion. I told the Prime Min- 


ister that the United States strongly supports 


a free and independe nt and sovereign Leb- 
anon. We took great joy in seeing the Cedar 
the hun- 
dreds of thousands of people who took to 


Revolution. We understand that 


the street to express their desire to be free 
required courage, and we support the desire 
of the people to have a government respon 
sive to their needs and a government that 
is free truly tree. 

We talked about the need to make sure 
that there is a full investigation on the death 
Hariri, and we'll 
work with the international community to see 


We talked about the 


Lebanon to serve as a 


of former Prime Minister 


that justice is done 
great tradition of 
model of entrepreneurship and prosperity 
Beirut is one of the great international cities 
and I'm convinced that if Lebanon is truly 
free and independent and democratic that 
Beirut will once again regain her place as 
a center of financial and culture and the arts 

There's no question in my mind that Leb 
anon Can serve as a great example for what 
is possible in the broader Middle East: that 
out of the tough times the country has been 
through will rise a state that shows that it’s 
possible for people of religious difference to 
live side by side in peace; to show that it’s 
possible for people to put aside past histories 
to live together in a way that the people want 
which is there for to be peace and hope and 
opportunity. 

And so, Mr. Prime Minister, we're really 
glad you're here. I want to thank you for the 





Administration of George W 


wonderful visit we’ve had, and welcome you 
here to the White House. 

Prime Minister Siniora. Thank you ver 
much, Mr 
thank President Bush for giving us the oppor- 
at the White House and 
to discuss matters of mutual interest to the 
United States and Lebanon, and matters that 
has to do with the de velopments that have 


President. I would like to really 


tunity to be here 


been taking place in Lebanon 

16 or 18 months, Leb 
anon has been undergoing major changes 
And 


itself that we want the change to happen to 


For the past—over 


Lebanon has really been committing 


in a democratic and a pe aceful manner, but 
at the 


course: that we are there to meet the expe 


same time. to really stay course on 
tations of the people to have a united liberal 


free country, and, at the same time, pros 
perous eConomy 

So that are the matters that we have dis 
Bush. And | 
would like to seize this opportunity to thank 
United States for the 


support that they have been extending to 


cussed with President really 


President Bush and the 


Lebanon throughout the past periods and 
taken since 
Minister Hariri 


The United States has been of great support 


with all the resolutions that wer 
the assassination of Prime 
to Lebanon 

| am really convinced that President Bush 
and the United States wil 


anon to have 


stand beside Leb 
ce mo 
And the 


United States is really of great importance 


Lebanon stay as a free 


cratic, united, and sovereign state 
in this regard whether this can be done di 
indirectly. So | 


more to express ou 


like once 

thanks for 

dent Bush and the United States for this 
President Bush. Thank you, sii 


ciate it 


rectly or would 


. ) 
great Presi 


\ppre 
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seated 


Il neve thought I'd be 
I might add. Of 


Thanks for having me. Please be 
Madam Secretary 


saving that 10 years ago 
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course, she neve thought I'd be President. 
Laughter| It is good to be here with you 
all. Thanks to Magnet Middle 


School for having us. We just had an amazing 


Parkland 


tour 


what a unique place Parkland is, and we saw 


I say “amazing tour” because we saw 


i really diverse student body. There’s people 
from all kinds of backgrounds here. 
We Saw 


teachers people who are 


some—three really wonderful 


dedicated to their 
profession who deeply care about the stu 


dents they teach. And for all of you here who 


are teachers, thanks for carrving on a really 
noble protession We saw two scientists who 


are here from N ASA These 


working folks who said 


are good, hard 
I kind of want to 
lend my expertise to try to convince a child 
that science is cool.” You know, sometimes 
you might remember those days, when vou 
were In middle school people say, you know 
science isn t cool Science is not only cool 
it’s really important tor the future of this 
country. And it’s great to have people we call 
idjunct professors here, to help lend their 
real-life experiences to stimulate junior high 
students to the wonders of science 


We saw robotics. When I was in the sev 


} 


enth grade, I don’t think we spent much time 
Laughter| Of course, Mi 


on robotics Jones 


the teacher probably said, “You didn’t spend 


much time paying attention at all, did you 
Mr. President 


using little devices to look for sun spots. We 


Laughter| We saw people 


saw the analvsis of a parabola curve for sixth 
ind seventh grade students. We saw a school 
that is setting high standards in the firm be 
lief that every child can learn. That’s what 
ve Saw 

And I want to thank the principal Kevin 
Hobbs You 


know, Kevin skippe d a vacation—at least he 


for welcoming us here today 
claimed he skipped a vacation laughte F 
to be here. And I am so grateful you did 
so, sir. But more importantly I am grateful 
that you're a principal. Great schools—the 
re lly good schools in our country have at 
its center an educational entrepreneur who 
is able to rally a teacher group to set high 
standards and follow through. And I want to 
Kevin. Again, I want to thank all 


the principals. 


thank vou 


| appreciate Chris Van Hollen joining us 


today. Mr. Congressman, I'm pleased you 
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took time to be here. 
It’s a joy to be in your district. 

I want to thank Nancy Grasmick 
the Maryland State superintendent of 


schools. Mi: irgaret was telling me 


Thank you so much. 
who is 


coming 
I’ve known Nancy for a while 
talking about the implementation of No 
Child Left Behind—which, by the way is 

I'll talk a little bit about. But it requires peo- 
ple who are dedicated to this firm belief that 
through accountability, 


Margaret was 


y, you can determine 
whether or not every child is getting a good 
education. And | appreciate Nancy's philos- 
ophy and her service to the State of Mary- 
land. 

I want to thank—lI thank Dr. Jerry Weast 
who is the superintendent of schools here 
in Montgomery County. Jerry, thank you for 
for the 
as well. Dr 


your tour and thank you for your 


service Charles Haughey, who 
is the board president. I don’t know what's 
a harder job, Dr. Haughey, President of the 
United States or board pre -sident of a local 
school. | Laughter] Yes, | suspect board presi- 
dent of the Montgomery Country 
[Laughter| Frank Stetson, the community 
superintendent I want to thank the othe 
State and local officials. I want to thank the 
parents who are here. 

The truth of the 
really the 


school I have 


schools 


matter is, the 
child’s first 


parent is 
teacher. And every 
been to as Governor or Presi- 
dent, | have always found that parental 
volvement makes a significant difference in 
the quality of the education. So thank you 
for supporting the teachers and the principal 
who are Thank you for, impor- 
tantly, encouraging your children to aim high 
and work hard. 


here more 


Here’s the question that faces the country: 
Will we a nation that is isolationist 
and fearful of competition from around the 
world, or will we be 


be Come 


-continue to be a bold 
and innovative country? 

And 
it's growing at r: upid paces, and there’s a lot 
of new jobs being added, and productivity 
is high, and people are owning homes, and 
that’s all positive 


We've got a good economy right now. 


The fundamental question 
is: How do we make sure that that’s the case 
next year, 5 vears, and 10 vears from now? 
That's really what we're confronted with. 
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As you know, Hu Jintao is coming to Wash- 
ington—or maybe you don’t know—but the 
President of China is coming to Washington 
on Thursday. It’s a important visit. 
China is a very important strategic friend in 
many 


very 
and in m: ny they 
Its a growing economy. 
They've got folks that are beginning to realize 
the benefits of a marketplace. Their entre- 
preneurship is strong. And we can either look 
at China and say, “Let's compete with China 
way,” or 


ways, ways, pose 


competition to us. 


in a fair ’ say, “We can't compete 
with China,” and therefore, kind of isolate 
ourselves from the world. 

I've route for the 
United States. I tell our people, we shouldn't 


chosen the former 
fear the future; what we ought to do is shape 
the future. We ought to be in charge of our 
And the best way to do so is to make 
that we’re the most innovative country 
in the world. We have been the most innova- 
tive country in the world for the past dec- 
ades, and that has helped raise our standard 
of living. We need to always be on the leading 
edge We 
be the center of research and development. 
And so here are two ideas that intend 
to work with Congress on to make sure that 
we're still the technological capital of the 
world 


future. 


sure 


of technological change. need to 


for the benefit of our people, by the 
way, so that the standard of living in America 
continues to improve for everybody. One is 
that we must increase Federal support for 
vital, basic research. 

I don’t know whether you realize it or not 
but the Internet began as a Defense Depart- 
ment project to improve military 
that was an area 
where the Federal Government spent re- 


commu- 
nications. In other words 
; and out of that research and 
development came the Internet, which has 
substantially changed the live. The 
iPod, interestingly enough, was built on years 
of Government-funded research in 
microdrive storage and electrochemistry and 
signal compression. Isn't that interesting? I 
find it interesting. 

In other words, investment at the 


search money, 


Way we 


F¢ *¢ le ral 


level in research has led to practical applica- 


tions which improve the lives of our citizens. 
And so I proposed to the Congress that we 
double the Federal commitment to the most 
critical basic research programs in physical 
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One 
make sure this country is the economic lead- 


sciences over the next 10 vears way to 


er of the world so that our people benefit 


and can find work is for there to be a Federal 
commitment to research. 

A second thing we can do is recognize that 
most research and development takes place 
That’s about $200 bil 
lion a year is spent in private-sector research. 


in the private sector. 


In other words, we've got some of the leading 
companies in our country doing research as 
to how to develop new products that will 
make sure that not only their company and 
their shareholders benefit but that it ends 
up in order to the benefit of the United 
States. 

One way to encourage people to invest 
corporate funds is through the research and 
development tax credit. In other words, it’s 
this is in 


the use of the Tax Code to say 


your interest the—by the way, it’s in our col 


lective interest as well—but it’s in your inter 
est, your corporate interest to invest so that 
your product line remains modern, so that 
your scientists that work for youn company 
ire able to have funds necessary to continue 
to think anew. 

The problem we have in America is that 
the research and development tax credit ex 
pires on an annual basis. And if you’re some 
next 
a lot of 
smart people do, it’s difficult to do so if every 
not the 
President is willing to stand 


body trying to plan for your—for the 


5 vears or the next 10 years, which 


year you're wondering whether or 
Congress or the 
up and support the research and develop- 
ment tax credit. So another wav to make sure 
that this countrv of ours is competitive 
to fear the 


intend to be the leader 


where we don’t have future be- 


cause we is to make 
sure that the research and development tax 
credit is permanent, to add permanency to 
that in through the 7 

And thirdly, 


here, is to make it clear to the American peo- 


‘ax Code. 

and one of the reasons we're 
ple that in order for us to be competitive 
ve ve got to make sure that our children have 
got the skill sets necessary to compete for 
the jobs of the 21st century. We live in a 
global world, and that creates uncerti uinty in 
I understand that. 
well, the 


some; There’s a sense of 


world is so big and so connected 
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that its—maybe we're really not in charge 
of things here. . 

if our 
skill sets for the 
2ist century, the jobs are going 
And it’s a fact of life. 
Its a part of the real world we have to deal 
with. It’s a lot different from the 1950s, for 
There of global 
competition at least there wasn’t that sense 
in Midland, Texas, let me put it to you that 
way. |Laughter| But there if you're 
living in Midland, Texas, or living in Mont- 
gomery County, Maryland, it’s important to 
understand, if children don’t have those skill 
sets needed to compete with a child from 


In a global economy, for example, 
children do not have the 
jobs of the 


to go somewhere else 


example wasn't that sense 


is today. 


India or a child from China, the new jobs 
will be going there 

And so in order to make sure we remain 
the leader of the world, we have got to con- 
tinue our focus in education on high stand- 

an in- 
just like 
what's happening in this school. I saw the 
children being taught the skills for the jobs 
of the 21st century 
As a ' 
ol places all across America, just not enough. 
And this school is the kind of school that 


we've got to have in neighborhoods through- 


ards, accountability, and a new focus 


tense focus on math and science 


today. See, it’s possible. 


matter of fact, it’s happening in a lot 


out the country. 
first of all. 
what the No 


as far as 


And so here are some things 
let me just remind you that 


hild Left Behind Act 


cerned, means. It 


I'm con- 
means one, vou believe 
, to ac- 
cept a system that just shuffles kids through 


school bec: use they happe n to be a certain 


every child can learn: two, you refuse 


age. In other words, you use an account- 
ability and by the 
sisted upon measurement in return for Fed- 


eral money. We We'll develop 


you develop your own ac- 


system way, weve in- 
didn’t say 
the test for you 
countability systems, but we « ‘xpect there to 
be results when we spend money. And if you 
child then 
shouldn’t be worried about measuring. 
Some of might 
reading curriculum debates, by the 
they were pretty ugly, at least when I was 


believe every can learn, you 


J 
you remember the old 
way 


the Governor of Texas. People dug in on both 
issue, “I’m right. 


And the 


sides of the You re wrong; 


I'm right.” best way to determine 
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what works is to measure. So the account 
ability system, which we should expect Says 
this: One, we believe every child can learn: 
therefore, let’s measure to make sure « very 
child is learning. And two, we understand 
there can be differences of opinion on what 
so let’s meas 


And third, it 


out how we'r 


works and what doesn’t work 
ure to determine what works 
also makes sense 


doing 


to figure 


how you're How’s Parkland doing? 
Are you doing well compared to other 
schools in the neighborhood? If not, why? 

And if so, keep doing what you're doing 
The accountability system is an important 
tool upholding people to high standards. It 
make Sa lot of sense, as tar as | ih concerned 
One of the important parts of No Child Left 
Behind, by the way, particularly in the read 
ing program, if you ve fallen behind early 
here's extra money to help you catch up. It's 
called suppleme ntal services. It’s a really im 
portant part of a program that says every 
detect a child 


child Can read and when we 
s correct the problem early 


not reading, let 
ence d 


before it’s too late. In essence, we've 


social promotion, and we're having high 


standards And that’s what's going to be nec 
essary to lay the foundation for the skill sets 
for the jobs of the 21st century. That's impor 
tant 

And by the 


marked improvement How do we know? Be 
2005 


wav, we're be ginning to see 


cause were measuring. In America s 
fourth graders poste d the best scores in read 
the 


And 


Xcuse 


historv of the reading 
the 
measure 
No 


child to read so he or 


ing and math in 


and math tests oh, by I've 


he ard 


1 


KNOW 


Way 


every ¢ not to you 


You're teaching the test you re 
teaching a she can 
pass the test, that’s what vou’re doing. Or 


\l] you do IS No 


got a curriculum that enables 


test good schools are 


those who've 
a child to be able to pass a standardized test 
That’s what we’re talking about 

African fourth 


record scores in reading and math. That's im 


American graders set 


portant and that’s positive Hispanic fourth 
graders set records in reading and math 
That's important and that’s positive. I'm able 
to report this to you because we measure 
If you didn't 
right? 


measure 
Mavbe 


maybe they're not doing well. That system 


you'd just have to 


guess they re doing well 


Apr 
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didn’t work. It doesn’t work very well when 
you end up with a high school kid graduating 
‘What went 
fail the child? What 
did we do wrong for the parent?” Measure 


who can't read, and you gO, 


wrong? Where did we 


ment is an important way to make sure that 
children are not left behind 

The National Report Card showed eighth 
graders earned the best math scores ever re 
corded; eighth grade Hispanic and African 
American students achieved their highest 
math scores ever. We're beginning to make 
important strides. We're closing an achieve 
America 


ment gap in an achievement gap 


that is wrong and important for the future 
ol this country. 


But we also know through measurement 


that our high school students, by the time 
have fallen behind 


most of the developed world in math and 


they reach high school 


science. So there’s been some positive results 
that ought to encourage us, but there’s some 
warning signs. If we want to be a competitive 
nation, if we want our children to be able 


to have the jobs of the 21st century, those 
jobs that are high paying high skilled jobs 
we better do something about the fact that 
we're falling behind in math and science 
Now is the time to act 


And here S some 


today 
One 


great programs that has been proven to work 


ideas one of the 


is advanced placeme nt. It is a—I went to an 
amazing school in dow ntown Dallas t really 
It’s a school where vou walk 
in—at walk in, and say 
Well. these kids aren't supposed to do well 

They just happen to have set the records for 
AP math tests in the 
United States. Of course, we Texans are al- 
ways saving we laughter|. Just 
Laugh- 


ter| The point Is, they're doing well becaus« 


dive rse school 


, 
least vou used to 


passing science and 
you know 


telling you, that’s what they told me 


there’s an AP program that helps set high 
standards and makes a difference 

done to make 
Advanced Placement work? Well, one thing 


the Federal Government needs to help train 


And so what needs to be 


70,000 high school teachers on how to teach 
AP and how to administer the program and 
how to make sure it’s a viable part of school 
districts all around the country. 

Second, we ought to have 30,000 math and 


science professionals in our classrooms over 
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Today I met two; they're 


called adjunct professors As I told you ea 


the next 8 vears 


lier, it’s really important for students to see 
firsthand what it’s like to be a scientist. Mar 
garet and I didn’t do a very good job of teach 
ing what it’s like to be a scientist. The two 
guys from NASA did an excellent job of 
teaching them what it is like to be a scientist 
t is—there’s just something that’s important 
for a child to connect with a role model 

And I'm not kidding when I said we need 
to make sure that people realize math and 
Now 
I think it’s still prevalent in the 
high Laughter| Well 


there’s nothing better somebody to sav this 


science are cool subjects coolne SS | 
think, is 
junio! you know? 
iS Important than somebody that’s actually 


living it—living the field, living the dream 
of being a scientist 
a goal of 70,000 AP 


teachers and 30,000 adjunct professors in 


And so we've got 
classrooms. The House of Repre sentatives 
Higher Education Act 
which included the AP program and the ad 


reauthorized — the 


junct teacher program And I want to thank 
them for that 
the Senate 


And I look forward to getting 
applause 

| signed an Executive order this morning 
( stablishing what is called the national math 
panel Let me describe that to you. It’s a part 
ot oun strategy to make sure that Wwe achic Ve 
the objective of laying that foundation for ou 
children in 
Ist, 2007 


SCIENCE By 


the national math panel will re 


math and Januar 
port their assessments of the best practices 
for teaching math. Those « xperts will come 
together and he Ip advise school districts 
about what is working and what's not work 
skills the | 


ing: what students need 
grade to master algebra and higher mathe 


at what 
matics. In other words, starting to set those 

help set realistic standards. The standards 
and accountability that will be needed to en 
that will be 


will look at 


sure stuce nts are learning math 
rhe 
the teaching methods that are most effective 


L part of their mandate 


for students of different abilities and back 
grounds. They will look at the programs and 
learning materials that work best 

A lot of times, school districts need a littl 


advice on how to—what works. It’s 


the pur 
chasing, at least it was in my State there’s 


a lot of different decisionmakers around the 
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(a 


State. And I'm pretty confident it will make 


sense to have 


a national panel of experts 


make recommendations—not mandates 
but re commendations about how school dis- 
tricts can achieve the objective of making 
sure math is properly taught and what needs 
to be used to make sure that it works. 

They'll be coming up with recommenda- 
tions on the most effective ways to train and 
select and place math teachers, which will 
be a very important recommendation. I’m 
not saving all teachers need extra help, but 


some teachers do. When they get out of a 


] 


tea hers school they re going to need the 


extra—the tools necessary to make sure we 
meet the goals. And so the math panel will 
be convening here shortly and reporting back 
to the country 

And I'm also proposing a new program 
called Math Now, which will be used to apply 
And here’s what Math 


Teachers will be able to use the 


the recommendations 
Now means 

ith panel’s recommendations to ensure 
they're using the best techniques And there 
will be money to he Ip Math Now is similar 
for No Child Left Behind’s Reading First Ini 


tiative, which uses scientific findings com- 
piled by the National Reading Panel to help 
local and State districts achieve their objec 
And by the way 


lhe reading initiative is working. It’s making 


tives sorry—it’s working 


} : . 

in enormous difference in the lives of stu 
} } 

dents from all walks of life 


Math Now for elementary school students 


vill promote resear¢ h-based practices. Math 


Now for middle school students will target 
students struggling with math 

One of the things in Reading First is that 
is I told you, we use supplemental services 
to detect reading problems early and make 
sure a child gets extra he Ip early before it’s 
too late. We intend to apply the same rigor 
in middle school for math students. The tests 
show we're fine in the fourth grade in math 
ind we're okay in eighth grade. They start 
to slip up prio} to going to high school. That 
in a child’s academic 
has that skill 


set necessarv to become the mathematicians 


; the time to intervene 


career to make sure he or sh 
or the scientists or the engineers by the time 


they get out of college 
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And so that’s what I’ve come to talk about. 
It’s like setting realistic goals. It’s under- 
standing—it is telling this country how im- 
portant public schools are to the future of 
our country and working with the public 
school system to make sure that we achieve 
a national objective. And that objective is to 
make sure that the United States of America 
remains the economic leader of the world 
for the good of our people. And it recognizes 
that we have got to educate our children now 
And 


there’s no better place 


for the skill sets necessary for tomorrow 
this is a better place 
to talk about that—and there is no better 
place to talk about that right here at Parkland 
Magnet Middle School for Aerospace Tech 
nology 


Thanks for letting us come by God bless 


Nore: The President spoke at 2 p.m The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan 


guage transcript ol these remarks 


Statement on the Resignation of 
H. James Towey as Director of the 
Office of Faith-Based and 
Community Initiatives 

April 18, 2006 


Jim Towey is a dedicated public servant 
who has served as a vital member of my ad 
more than 4 years. Under 
his leadership the Office of Faith-Based and 
Community Initiatives has applied the com 


ministration for 


passion of America to help solve some of oun 
most challenging problems. His office has 
held 23 conferences around the country, as 
sisting tens of thousands among America’s ar- 
mies of compassion Eleven Federal depart 
ments and agencies now have Centers for 
Faith-Based and Community Initiatives that 
are building upon and expanding their good 
works in neighborhoods across the country 

Throughout his life, Jim has worked for 
Democrats and Republicans as an advocate 
for those in need. He served as Mother Tere 
sa’s legal counsel for many years. His work 
on behalf of the poor and the sick has im- 
proved lives. I admire Jim for his compassion, 
his faith, and his sense of humor. He is a 
man of great integrity, and I thank him for 
his service. Laura and I wish Jim, Mary, and 
the Towey family all the best. 
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Proclamation 8002—National Park 
Week, 2006 

April 18, 2006 


By the President of the 
of America 


United States 


A Proclamation 


In America’s national parks, the magnifi- 
cent beauty of our country and important ex 
amples of our Nation’s cultural heritage are 
preserved and made available to Americans 
and visitors from all over the world. Each 
year, as we observe National Park Week, we 
underscore our commitment to conserve our 
natural and historical treasures and encow 
age more Americans to enjoy, learn from 
and protect these important parts of our her- 
itage. 

Our Nation has a long legacy of conserva- 
tion. In 1872, Yellowstone National Park be- 
came our country s first national park, and 
more than four decades later, the National 
Park Service was created. Ti day the national 
park system includes almost 400 sites, with 
parks in nearly every state. From Yosemite 
National Park in California to Acadia Na 
tional Park in Maine, and from Independ 
ence Hall to the Martin Luther King, Jr., Na 
tional Historic Site, America’s national parks 
are home to some of our Nation’s most beau 
tiful landscapes and richest history 
‘Connecting our Chil 
America’s National Parks,” reflects 
the National Park Service’s commitment to 


This year s theme 
dren to 


encouraging young people to enjoy outdoor 
recreation and better appreciate our Nation's 
beauty and history. The National Park Ser 


ice Junior Rangers program develops interest 


in our national parks by teaching children 
and their families about the importance of 
the national park sites. Young people can visit 
our national parks online by going to the Jun 
ior Rangers website at WWW.NDps. gov 
WebRangers. As Honorary Chair of the Na- 
tional Park Foundation, First Lady Laura 
Bush helps raise awareness about preserva- 
tion of the parks and encourages support for 
programs like the Junior Rangers. Through 
initiatives like this, the National Park Service 
is promoting good stewardship of the envi- 
ronment and appreciation of our Nation’s 
heritage. 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 


With the opportunity to live in America 
comes a responsibility to ensure that our na 
tional parks remain a source of pride, pleas- 
ure, and education for all our citizens. Dur- 
ing National Park Week and throughout the 
year, we pay tribute to the employees and 
National Park Service. For 
the past 90 years, these dedicated men and 
women have 


volunteers of the 


worked to maintain and en- 
hance our national parks and to ensure that 
they are 
tions to come. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution United 
States, do here by proclaim April 22 through 
April 30, 2006, as National Park Week. I call 
upon the people of the United States to join 
me in celebrating America’s national parks 


preserved and enjoyed for genera- 


by virtue 


and laws of the 


and becoming active participants in park con 
servation. 

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set 
my hand this eighteenth day of April, in the 
year and of 
the Independence of the United States of 


America the two hundred and thirtieth. 


of our Lord two thousand six, 


George W. Bush 


Office of the Federal 


April 20. 2006 


Filed with the 
§:45 a.m 


Register 


Nore: This proclamation Was published in the 
Federal Register on April 21 


Executive Order 13398—National 
Mathematics Advisory Panel 
April 18, 2006 
By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the 
United States of 
dered as follows: 
Section 1. Policy. To help keep America 
competitive, 


law S of the 


America, it is hereby or 


talent and 
innovation throughout 
the American economy, and help State, local 
territorial, 


support American 


creativity, encourage 
and tribal governments give the 
Nation’s children and youth the 
they need to succeed, it shall be the policy 
of the United States to foster greater know!- 
edge of and improved performance in mathe- 


education 


matics among American students. 
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Sec. 2. Establishment and Mission of 
Panel. (a) There is hereby established within 
the Department of Education (Department) 
the National Mathematics 

Panel ° 

b The 

and the 


Advisory Panel 


Panel shall advise the President 


Secretary of Education (Secretary) 


consistent with this order on means to imple- 


ment effectively the policy set forth in sec- 
tion 1, including with respect to the conduct, 
of the 
of research relating to proven-effective and 


evaluation, and effective use results 

evidence-based mathematics instruction. 
Sec. 3. Membership and Chair of Panel 

a) The than 


30 members as follows: 


Panel shall consist of no more 


i) no more than 20 members from among 
individuals not employed by the Federal 
Government, appointed by the Secret: iry for 
such terms as the Secretary may specify at 
the time of appointment; and 

ii) no more than 10 members from among 
officers and employees of Federal agencies 
after consulta- 


designated by the Secretary 


tion with the heads of the agencies con- 
cerned 

’ : , 

b) From among the members appointed 
of this order, the 


Chair of the 


under paragraph 3)(a)i 


Sec salen shall 
Panel. — 

c) Subject to the direction of the Sec- 
the Chair of the 
and preside at meetings of the Panel, deter- 
agenda, 


designate a 


retary Panel shall convene 


mine its direct its work and, as ap- 
propriate to deal with particular subject mat- 
work of sub- 
groups of the Panel that shall consist exclu- 


ters, establish and direct the 
sively of members of the Panel 

Sec. 4. Report to the President on 
Strenethening Mathematics Education. In 
carrying out subsection 2(b) of this order, the 
Panel shall submit to the through 
the Secretary, a preliminary report not later 
than January 31, 2007, and a final report not 
later than February 28, 2008. Both reports 
shall, at 
based on the 


President, 


contain recommenda- 
best available 
» on the following: 


a minimum, 
tions scientific 
evidence 

a) the critical skills and skill progressions 
for students to acquire competence in alge- 
bra and readiness for higher levels of mathe- 
matics; 
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b) the 


standards 


role and appropriate design of 


and assessment in promoting 
mathematical competence: 

c) the processes by which students of va 
ious abilities and backgrounds learn mathe- 
matics 

d) instructional practices, programs and 
that are 


mathematics learning 


materials etfective tor improving 
e) the training selection place ment, and 
professional deve lopment of teachers of 


mathematics in order to enhance students 
learning of mathematics 

f) the role and ippropriate design of sys 
delivering instruction in mathe 


tems tor 


matics that combine the different elements 
of learning processes curricula, instruction 


teache training ind 


support and standards 
assessments, and accountability 

g) needs for research in support of math 
matics education 

h) ideas for strengthening capabilitic s to 
teach children and vouth basic mathematics 


seometry alge bra, and calculus and othe: 
mathe matical disciplines 

i) such other matters relating to mathe 
matics education as the Panel deems ippro 
priate and 
j) such other matters re lating to mathe 


matics education as the Secretary may re 
(yur 

Sec. 5. Additional Reports The Secretary 
may require the Panel, in carrying out sub 
section 2(b) of this order, to submit such ad 
ditional reports relating to the polic y set forth 
in section | as the Secretary deems appro 
priate 

Sec. 6. General Provisions. (a) This orde1 
shall be impl mented in a manner consistent 
with applicable law, including section 103 of 
the Department of Education Organization 
Act (20 U.S 3403 


availability of appropriations 


and subject to the 


b) The Department shall provide such ad 


ministrative support and funding for the 


Panel as the Secretary determines appro 
priate To the extent permitted by law, and 


where practicable agencies shall upon re 


quest by the Secre tary provide assistance to 
the Panel 

c) The Panel shall obtain information and 
advice as appropriate in the course of its work 
from: 
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i) officers or employees of Federal agen 
cies, unless otherwise directed by the head 


of the agency concerned 


ii) State 


( ials 


local, territorial, and tribal offi 


iii) experts on matters relating to the pol 
- 


icy set forth in section 1] 
1\ parents and teachers: and 


Panel 
deems appropriate or as the Secretary may 
direct 


v) such other individuals as the 


d) Members of the Panel who are not offi 
cers or employees of the United States shall 
serve without compensation and may receive 
travel expenses, including per diem in lieu 
of subsistence, as authorized by law for per 
sons serving intermittently in Government 
5 U.S.C. 5701-5707 
the availability of funds 


Fe deral 


as amended 5 | 


service consistent with 
e) Insofar as the Advisory Com 
Act S.( \pp the 


may apply to the administration of 


mittee 
Act 


any portion of this order, any functions of 
the President under that Act except that of 
shall be 


formed by the Secretary in accordance with 


the 


reporting to the Congress pel 


the guidelines issued by Administrator 


of General Services 


f) This order is not intended to, and does 
not, create any right or benefit, substantive 
or procedural, enforceable by any party at 
law or in equity against the United States 
its departments agencies, entities, officers 
employees or agents, or any other person 

Sec. 7. Termination. Unless hereafter ex 
tended by the President, this Advisorv Panel 
shall terminate 2 vears after the date of this 


order 


George W. Bush 


The White House 
April 1S. 2006. 


Filed with the Office of the 
8:45 a.m., April 20, 2006 


Federal 


Regist I 


Norte: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on April 21 





Administration of Geor of \\ 


Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Governors Who Traveled to Kuwait, 
Iraq, and Afghanistan 


April 19, 2006 


The President. | just had breakfast with 
returned from Ku 
Afghanistan. I invited Sec 
and Secretary Rumsfeld 


} 
tour Governors who have 


vait, Lraq, and 
as well 
as Steve Hadley and Josh Bolten, to breakfast 
so that we could hear from thes 

First of all, I 


lem tor 


retary Rice 

Covernors 
] 

to thank the 


traveling overseas 


{ 


want four ol 


tl | particular 
, 

want to thank them for going to see our men 
and women who are helping secure tree dom 


I thank 


that we 


and peace them for sending a mes 


from home 
that we care about ou troops that we'll sup 
the fact 


that peopl are willing to make sacrifices 


Sage care about then 


port our troops that we appreciate 
I assured them that our goal in Afghanistan 
And will be 
ct hic ved when the re wa rar mocracy in both 
countries that are able 
defend itself 

secretary 
to date 


Ambassador 


ind Iraq is victory victory 


to sustain itself and 
Rice brought the 


(,overnors up 


about a conversation she had with 


Khalilzad. We fully 


that the Iraqis must step up ind form a unity 


recognize 


government so that those who went to the 
polls to vote recognize that a Government 


will be 


In place to respond to their needs 
In other words, we also re ognize that vacu 
ums in the political process create oppor 
tunity for malfeasance and harm. And so we 
assured these Governors that we understand 
full well that the political process in Iraq 
must occur soon, and we're working toward 
that end 

I again want to thank the Governors for 
coming. | thought—I asked them if they 
wouldn’t mind saying a few words. We—I 


don't expect evervbody to agree with my de 


cision to go into Iraq but I do want the peo 


ple to understand—the American people to 
understand that failure in Iraq is not an op 
tion, that failure in lraq would make the se 
curity situation for our country worse, and 
that success in [raq will begin to lay the foun 
dation of peace for generations to come. 


Governor Daniels. 
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At this point Gov. Mitchell E. Daniels ji 
Indiana, Gov. Joe Manchin II of West 
Virginia, Gov. Tom Vilsack of Lowa, and Got 
Jeb Bush of Florida made brief remarks 


The President. Yes. Again, | want to thank 


the four Governors for coming. Thank you 
{ 1 fe 2 
lor your eloquent statements | appreciate 
Nation. I assured the 
Governors that the United States will com 
plete tl that we 


if Lilt 
ultimate 


your service to our 


mission will honor those 
vho've 


paid the price by com 


pleting the mission; that we will help those 


vho desire to live in freedom, and in so 


doing we will lav the foundations of peace 
for a generation to come 

| appreciate you all coming 

I The P at 9:05 a.m. on the 
th Lawn at the White House. The 
Office of the 


re sick nt spoke 
trans¢ ript 
ied by the Press Secretary also 


ided the remarks ot Governors Danie Is 


Ma chin Vilsacl ind Bush 


Remarks Announcing the 
Resignation of Press Secretary Scott 
McClellan 

\pril 19, 2006 


Press Secretary McClellan. Good morn 
ing, everybody. | am here to announce that 
| will be resigning as White House Press Sec 
retary 

Mr. President, it has been an extraordinary 
honor and privilege to have served you for 
more than 7 vears now, the last 2 vears and 
9 months as your Press Secretary. _ 

The White House is going through a pe 
riod of transition. Change can be helpful, and 
this is a good time and good position to help 
bring about change. I am ready to move on. 
I've been in this position a long time, and 
my wife and I are excited about beginning 
the next chapter in our life together. 

You have accomplished a lot over the last 
several years with this team, and I have been 
honored and grateful to be a small part of 
a terrific and talented team of really good 
people. 

Our relationship began back in Texas, and 
| look forward to continuing it, particularly 
when we are both back in Texas. 

The President. That's right. [Laughter] 
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Press Secretary McClellan. Although, | 
hope to get there before you | Laughter 

| have given it my all, sir, and I've given 
you my all. And I will continue to do so as 
Press Secretary over 
Thank you for the 


we transition to a new 


the next 2 to 


3} weeks 
opportunity 

The President. First of all 
for his service to our country 


I thank Scott 
I don’t know 
whether or not the press corps realizes this 
but his is a challenging assignment dealing 
with you all on a regular basis. And I thought 
he handled his assignment with class, integ 
rity. He really re presents the best of his fam- 
ily, our State 
be hard to replace Scott. But nevertheless 
he’s made the decision, and I ac ept it 


and our country. It’s going to 


One of these days, he and I are going to 
be rocking on chairs in Texas, talking about 
the good old days and his time as the Press 
Secretary. And I can assure you, I will feel 
then that that | 

Job well done 
Press Secretary McClellan. Thank you 


Sir 


the same way | feel now 


can say to Scott 


Nore: The President spoke at approximate ly 9:39 
a.m. on the South Lawn at the White House 


Remarks at Tuskegee University in 
Tuskegee, Alabama 
April 19, 2006 


Thank you all. Please be seated. Thanks 
for having me. Mr. President—{laughter] 
got a nice ring to it. [Laughter] | respect 
President Ben Payton for his commitment to 
education and his commitment to the United 
States of America, and I’m proud to be on 
this campus 

I was telling President Payton that I knew 
about Tuskegee before I knew about most 
other universities when I was a kid. When 
I was growing up, believe it or not, in Mid- 
land, Texas, which is way out in the desert, 
I knew about Tuskegee. I knew Tuskegee 
was a center ol excellence, has been for a 
long period of time. And I saw firsthand, it 
is still a center of excellence. 

George Washington Carver—you've heard 
of him; so did I as a young guy. [Laughter] 
Booker T. Washington—when you _ think 
Tuskegee, you think Booker T. Washington. 
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And when you hear about Booker T. Wash- 
ington, you think about Tuskegee Ralph 
the Richie. | 


mean, Tuskegee has been a center for edu 


Ellison, or music of Lionel 
cational excellence and a place for Oppor- 
tunity for a long period of time here in the 
United States of America 

When I was the Governor of Texas—Gov 
ernors are heads of the National Guard, and 
I had the opportunity and honor to name the 
person that headed our Guard. And I picked 
a fellow named Danny James—General 
Danny James. It just turns out his father was 
a man named Chappie James. As a matter 
of fact, Tuskegee 


James Building a little while ago. You named 


I was in the Chappie 


the building after a fine person. 

| appreciate the role that Tuskegee has 
had in the 20th century to break down racial 
barriers, to provide hope, and to help build 
a better America. What I'm here to talk about 
is the role Tuskegee will continue to play in 
the 21st century, and it is to prepare our stu 
dents and our kids for the jobs of the 21st 
century. Tuskegee is a really important part 
of making sure the United States of America 
provides hope and opportunity for all people 

I want to thank Dr. Shaik Jeelani, who is 
the director for the Center for Advanced Ma 
terials. I don’t know 


facility before. I'm sure some of you have 


if you have seen that 


who work here, but if you haven't, I strongly 
urge you to go there. It’s a really interesting 
where you'll see the future 
being explored and developed. There’s a lot 


ot 


center of the 


‘science going on there 

| appreciate being joined by Governor Bob 
Riley. Riley is a friend. Riley cares deeply 
about educating every child. I'm going to talk 
about the No Child Left Behind Act as part 
of the foundation to make sure every child 
gets educated, but in case I forget Riley is 
willing to set high standards and hold people 
to account and provide help so no child gets 
left behind. And I want to thank you for your 
leadership. 

Margaret Spellings is with us. She’s the 
Secretary of Education. I've known her for 
a long time. I know this: She’s committed 
to the public school system and the higher 
education system of the United States of 
America. I look forward to working with her 
to make sure that every child gets a good 
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education and every child has a chance to 
succeed. 

I appreciate being here with the Congress 
man from this district, Congressman Mike 
Rogers. Thank you for coming, Congress- 
man. | appreciate your service Although he’s 
not here, we better Say something nice about 
Senator Shelby Laughter| The reason why 
is, is that he is the chairman of the Com 
merce, Justice and Science \ppropriations 
Committees. And what I'm going to talk 
about [Laughter 
That's why I'm being nice to him. [Laughter 
Plus, I like him. He’s a fine United States 
Senator—as is Senator Jet! Sessions 

I appreciate all the State folks who are 
here and the local officials who are 


requires appropriations 


here. | 
want to say something about my friend John 
ny Ford. I'm proud that the mayor there 
city of Tuskegee mayor Thank you 
Johnny. Thanks for being here. I know you 
didn’t ask me my advice is, fill the potholes 
Laughter| If anybody can get them filled 


he is 


[ Laughter] He’s a good man. 

flew Montgomery I 
choppered over to the airfield. And what | 
found that is the airfield 
where the Tuskegee Airmen trained. Now 
Tuskegee Airmen have led an important part 
of the reputation of this facility. A lot of peo 
ple know about the Tuskegee Airmen, and 
more people are going to know about it when 
we finish that museum. 

With us today is Lieutenant Colonel Her 
bert Carter, Tuskegee Airman. Where are 
Colonel? Yes, sir. Thank you, sir. Did 
you bring Mildred? |Laughter| Oh, there she 
is. Hi, Mildred. Thank you for coming. And 
so is Major Carrol Woods, member of the 


it’s Johnny 
Listen, | into 


interesting was 


you 


Tuskegee Airmen. Thank you for coming 
Major Woods. Proud you're here. Thank you 
sir. 

I appreciate the members of the Tuskegee 
Board of Trustees. I want to thank the uni- 
versity leaders. I particularly want to say 
something about the faculty. I thank you for 
teaching. Yours is a noble profession, and 
yours is an important profession, and I thank 
you for answering the call. And I want to 
say something about the students. | hope 
you re proud of this fine institution. And | 
know you'll bring honor to it by not only 
studying hard but by going out and being 
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people of accomplishment after you grad- 
uate. And so I thank you for having me. It’s 
such an honor to be here. 

So here’s the problem we face. The prob- 
lem is this: Can we compete? Are we going 
to be a nation in which we can compete in 
wel- 
coming President Hu Jintao of China to the 
South the White House. Last 
month, I traveled to India to set the stage 
for new relations with that important coun- 


a globalized world? Tomorrow I’m 


Lawn of 


try. These countries are emerging nations. 
They are growing rapidly, and they provide 
competition for jobs and natural resources. 
And it’s really an interesting thought, when 
you think about it. The world has _ really 
changed, since at least when I was growing 


up where competition might have been 
around, but it didn’t really nearly affect the 
lives of our citizens as much as it does today. 

I'll give you an example of the effects of 
globalization. When India buys more fossil 


fuels, it causes the price of crude oil to go 
up, which causes our price of gasoline to go 
up. That’s an example of globalization. As 
these new jobs of the 21st century come into 
being, people are going to hire people with 
the skill sets. And if our folks don’t have the 
skill sets, those jobs are going to go some 
where else. That’s one of the effects of the 
world in which we live. 

And there are several ways to look at the 
world in which we live. We can say, “We 
understand the world the way it is, and we're 
confident in our capacity to shape the fu- 
ture,” or, “We don’t like the way the world 
is, and we're going to withdraw and retreat.” 
Withdrawing and retreating is not the right 
thing to do, in my judgment. America has 
always been able to compete. As a matter 
of fact, America should not be afraid of com- 
petition; we ought to welcome it and con- 
tinue to be the leader of the world—the 
world’s economy. We ought to continue to 
be the leader in research and development. 
We need to continue to be the leader in high- 
er education. We shouldn’t lose our nerve. 
We shouldn't see the future and fear the fu- 
ture; we ought to welcome the future. 

And here are some things we need to do 
to make sure we shape the future. First is 
to make sure we're always on the leading 
edge of research and technology. I saw some 
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amazing things happening today. I was a his 
tory major, so maybe they were really amaz 
ing because I didn’t know what I was looking 
at. |Laughte: Laughtei 

I was at the Biomedical Re 
I was really at the Center for Ad 

vanced Materials called T-CAM 
ganization to the Center for Biomedical Re 
and for the 


Science Engineering 


It seemed amazing 
Center for 
search 


a sister o1 


Center for 
Isn't that 
that those three centers exist right here in 


search A rospace 


interesting 
Tuskegee. I think it’s a hopeful part of mak 


ing sure were a competitive nation and a 


confident nation, to be able to say out loud 
those three centers of excellence, the centers 
of science right here on this campus 


We 


nanotechnology 


some time talking about 


spent 
if you know 
laughte: 

a lot 


candidates 


I don’t know 
much about 


but | 


ibout 


nanotechnology 
some students who knew 
Ph.D 
who knew a lot about nanotechnology. By the 
way, Tuskegee produces Ph.D. candidates. | 


think you produced five last vear. You're on 


met 


nanotechnology 


your way to five more over the next vear o1 


so. That’s important 

But also as important is the research that’s 
being done here. It’s research that will keep 
the United States on the leading edge, ke P 
the United States competitive And that’s im 
portant for our fellow citizens because so 
long as we lead, own people are going to have 
a good standard of living. So long as we're 
the leader people will be able to find good 
work it will 
make it hard for us to be able to provide 


If we lose our nerve and retreat 


those jobs people want. The more productive 


a society is—and by the way, research and 
development leads to higher productivity 
And 
that’s what we want. We want our people 
to be able to realize their dreams, to be able 
to get good work 

So here’s the first thing that I intend to 
work with Congress on to make sure that 


the higher standard of living we'll have 


we're on the leading edge of change and 
technology, and that is to increase Federal 
support for vital, basic research. I don’t know 
if you realize this, but because of Defense 
Department spending in the past and be 
cause of the research that the Defense De- 
partment was doing to enhance communica- 
tion, to improve military communications, 
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In other words, the 
We need to hig 
And 
therefore, they spent some research dollars 
And out of that 
Internet 


the Internet came to be 
Defense Department said 
ure out how better to communicate 
at institutions like Tuskegee 
the 


helped change our society In many ways 


research came which has 


Here’s another interesting example ol 
where basic research Call help change quality 
of life or provide practical applications tol 
people The Government funded research in 
microdrive storage electrochemistry, and 
signal compression They did so for one rea 


son ke \ 


it turned out that those were the 
ingredients for the deve lopment of the iPod 
I tune in to the iPod occasionally you know 
Laughter} Basic research to meet one set 
of objectives can lead to interesting ideas for 
our society. It helps us remain competitive 

So the Government should doubl 


mitment to the most basic 


the com 
witicel researc] 
critical research 
programs in the physical sciences over the 
next 10 years. I look forward to Congress 
to doubling that commitment 

Secondly 


of excellence I went to are funded by 


and by the way, those centers 
, SOTHIE 
of them are funded by grants from the Fed 
eral Government on this type of re search 
money. So, obviously, it helps your institution 
flourish, but more importantly it helps oul 
country. It helps our country in two ways 
There’s no telling what's going to come out 
a matter of fact 
I saw nanotechnology applied to what could 


of this basic research. As 


conceivably be the next airplane wing. Boe 
ing is funding research into nanotechnology 
here at Tuskegee, which may end up vielding 
a lighter, more firm material which could be- 
come the basis for the new airplanes that you 
fly in. It’s lightweight stuff, but it’s really 


strong. It’s right here on this campus that 
people are 


making research into this ap- 
plause |. 

But you * See, the 
Federal Government has got a role to play, 


in my judgment, 


notice I said “Boeing. 
in basic research. But the 
private sector spends twice as much money 
on research and development that the Fed- 
eral Government does. So I think it’s impor 
tant for us to put policy in place to continue 
that kind of research. If you were to ask the 
President and the folks involved with the sci- 
entific and the engineering departments 
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here you'll find that private Companies are 
providing research and development money 
to help meet certain objectives And one of 
the things we got to do is continue to provide 
incentive for corporate America to make 
these investments They spe nd about $200 
billion a year. If we want the country to be 
competitive, if we don’t want to fear the fu 
ture, and shape it, then there needs to be 
incentive for corporate America to continuc 
to make these research and development in 
vestments 

We do that, by the way, through what’s 
called the research and development tax 
credit. It’s fancy words for saying that if you 
spend the money, there’s going to be a 
you'll get a credit on your income. It makes 
sense to me. It makes sense to a lot of other 
countries, too, by the way. A lot of countries 
in trving to be competitive in this global 
world, are doing the same thing to encourags 
research and development because they 
know what we know, that if you come up 
with new products and are constantly on the 
leading edge ol change and innovation the 
standard of living for the people in the coun 
try in which these investments are made goes 
up 

The problem we have is that the research 
and development tax credit expires every 
vear. Now, if you're somebody trying to plan 
an investment strategy and you're uncertain 
as to whether or not the research and devel 
opment tax cre dit is going to be around for 
the next vear, then you're less likely to be 
aggressive in your research and development 
spending It s logical It makes sense 

So I think Congress needs to make sure 
there’s certainty in the Tax Code, so as to 
ichieve an Important social objective by the 
way and = an objective vhich helps 
Tuskegee and that is they need to make the 
research and development tax credit a pel 
manent part of the Tax Code 

Thirdly, and perhaps the most important 
way that this United States of America can 
remain the leader when it comes to economi 
development and opportunity, 1s to make 
sure our education systems work well. And 
so here are some ideas as to how to set in 
motion a strategy that says, we shouldn't fear 
the future: we ought to welcome it We ought 


to be a nation that savs, we can compete 
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And the way to compete in the 21st century 
is to make sure that our children have got 
the skills necessary to fill the jobs of the 21st 
century. 

| said earlier—and this is practical if we 
don’t get the children the skills in math and 
science and engineering, those jobs are going 
elsewhere. That’s just the way it is. And 
therefore, we've got to deal with it head on. 
We can't hope the world changes. We've got 
to be confident in our capacity to achieve 
an objective. And it starts with making sure 
vounger children know how to read and write 
ind add and subtract 

I want to describe to vou. if you don't 
mind, the theory and the strategy and the 
vision behind the No Child Left Behind Act 
And here it is: One, I believe every child 
can learn. Two, | believe it is important for 
pe ople to show us whether or not every child 
is learning. And three, if a child is not learn 
ing early, there ought to be extra help to 
make sure he or she does not get left behind. 
Phat’s the theory behind No Child Left Be 
hind Act 

We spend i fair amount of money at the 
Federal level particularly on Title I students 
It's money directed toward a certain segment 
of ou population as it should be. But I think 
n return for money spent, we ought to 
we have said to the States, “You develop an 


iccountability system to let us know whether 


or not a child Cal read for example All 


the talk about science and engineering and 
math matters nothing if the children cannot 
read. The first step toward making sure our 
children have the skills of the 21st century 
is to insist upon a solid reading program that 
vorks. How do you know whether a program 
works or not really depe nds on whether or 
not you're willing to measure 

I was the Governor of Texas: I remember 
the big debates over the—how to properly 
teach reading. If you've ever been on a school 
board, I'm confident you were involved in 
that debate. And it was quite a philosophical 
igument. The way to cut through all the 
rhetoric is to say Let’s measure and—to 
Set I've heard every excuse why not to 
measure, by the way. I don’t know if you've 
heard them, but excuses ranging from, “All 
you're doing is teaching to test.” No. My atti 
tude is, when you teach a third grader to 
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“All you 
do is nthuet time worrying about tests. It 
makes me ’ Well, what ought 
to make you nervous is a school system that 
simply shuffles children through without un- 
derstanding whether or got the 


read, he or she can pass the test. 


nervous, tests.’ 


not they've 
basics. 

I remember being told that testing is dis 
crimination. I said, no, the system that’s dis- 


criminatory is one that doesn’t care and just 


says, “If you're so-and-so age, you belong 


here.” believe a compassionate society is 


one which says, let us find out early, be fore 


it’s too late, and provide extra money for 
after-school tutoring or help to make sure 
children get up to grade level 

Now, certain children can’t 
learn, then it’s justifiable that you just pass 
them through. | 
And therefore 
sure we focus on individual children. 


if you believe 


I believe eve ry child can learn 
our school systems must make 
And so 
we're beginning to see some improvements, 
by the 
around America 


way, in the public school systems 
How do we know? Because 
we measure 

In 2005, America’s fourth graders posted 
the and math in the 


history of the test. That’s positive People are 


best scores in reading 
beginning to learn. African American fourth 
reading and math 
How do we know? Because we 

The Government, by 
didn’t design the test. 


graders set records in 
» measure 
the 
I’m a local-control-of- 
I don’t think the Federal Govern- 


ment ought to be telling you how to run your 


Federal way, 


school guy; 
schools. And one way to tell you how to run 
Federal Government 
We said to the ¢ 
but make sure you meas- 
» know.” It’s in your State’s 
interest that people know whether or not the 
curriculum is working or whether children 
are learning to read and write. 

The Card showed that 
eighth graders earned the best math scores 
ever recorded. And that’s a positive develop- 
ment if you're worried about making sure our 
children have the skills to fill the jobs of the 
21st century. Eighth grade Hispanic and Af- 
rican American students achieved the highest 
math scores ever. 


your schools is if the 


designed the test. ,OVernor, 
“Design your test 


ure; make sure we 


Nation’s Report 


In other words, there’s im- 


It's positive development. But 
here’s the problem: By the time our kids get 


pre vement. 
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fallen behind most 
of the developed world in math and science 


into high school, we've 


closing the achieve- 
ment gap, and there’s improvement in the 


In other words, we’re 


public school system around America, but 
what pees up h: appe ning is, is that there is 
e beginning to fall off. And that’s 
wv pg Ae 

make that our 
high school students are coming out of high 
school so the *y can go to a pli ice like Tuskegee 
with a skill set necessary to even go farther 


a is, We 


And so, how do we sure 


so we remain a competitive nation? Here are 
some ideas. 

First, one of the programs that works well 
is the Advanced Placement program. I don’t 
know if you've heard of the Advanced Place- 
ment program—lI hope you've heard of the 
rig- 
orous course study program. It basically says 
it’s possible for children from all walks of life 
went to an AP 
school in Texas, in inner-city Dallas. It wasn’t 
suburban deals: 


Advanced Placement program it is a 


to meet high standards. | 


one of these it was inner- 


city. And there’s more children graduating 
from that high school with—passing AP than 
any other high school in America—at 
that’s what they told me. Texans sometimes 
might—|laughter|—I believed the 
principal. | Laughter] 

But, 
high 


science 


least 


you know, 
nevertheless, it is important to set 
and 
And 
Ad- 
the 
needs to provide 
70,000 high school teachers 
AP. In other words, take 
a system that’s worked and see to it that it’s 
spread all across the United States of Amer- 
ica. 


standards, particularly in math 
and to have rigorous academia. 
a good way to do that is through the 


Therefore, 


vanced Placement program. 
Federal 


money to train 


Government 


on how to teach 


Secondly, yesterday Margaret and I went 
to a high school—a middle school outside of 
DC, in Maryland, met two NASA 


scientists that were in the classroom 


and we 
there 
kids about math and science 
and engineering. 


exciting these 
There’s nothing better than 
having somebody in the classroom who actu- 
ally knows what talking about in 
terms of the pre actical applic: ations of science 
and math and engineering, 
body. 


they're 


to excite some- 
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I don’t know what it’s like now, but when 
I was coming up, it wasnt too cool to be 
a chemist—|laughter|—or a physicist, or 
it just didn’t ring. We 
kids in high 
school by -wothed people who sits what 
they re 


science wasn't — 
need to make ring for our 


doing Therefore. part of this pro 


gram to make sure we're competitive is to 
bring 30,000 math and science professionals 
to teach in our classrooms. They re called ad 
junct professors. I think it’s a smart way and 
a practical way to excite children to take the 
courses that are necess: iry to make sure this 
country is a compe titive country. 

I want to repeat to you again; if we don't 
have the skill sets necessary to compe te tor 
the jobs of the 21st century they'll go some 
If our kids do have the skill set 


necessarv to compete for the jobs of the 21st 


where else 
century, the standard of living of our country 
is going to improve. 

And that’s the challenge we face. 
up—recognizing that we 


So I set 
need to do better 
in math and in science, I set up what's called 
a national math panel. | ts a way to ani ilyze 
we got experts coming toge ‘ther, and the yre 
going to analyze the best teaching method 
ology for math, the best curriculum for math 
We did the reading by the 
way. We set up as group of experts on rei iding 
And they helped States and local districts un 


dersti ind what works, how best to make sure 


same thing for 


every child can read. And it’s working. I just 


told you: it’s working because we're meas 
uring. 
We need to do the 


We need to make sure that our teachers, our 


same thing for math 
school boards, oul principals, our super 
intendents, our Governors understand what 


You 


achieve that objective 


works cannot set an objective and 
unless you have the 
to do that 


going to call the experts together. They'll be 


tactics necessary And so we're 
presenting a report to Margaret and myself 
by January 31st of 2007. It will be 
important study, because, again, it will give 

it will help States and local school districts 
have the methodology, 


a really 


the teaching methods 
necessary to help achieve an important ob 
jective. 

And then we're going to implement what's 
called a Math Now program that will get 
those 


recommendations into the teacher's 
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hands. But there’s also another interesting as- 
pect of Math Now, which I think is vital, and 
that is, and find a child 
slipping behind in math in the eighth or ninth 
grade, that child gets extra help. We do that 
in the third and fourth grades when it comes 


when we measure 


to reading: we need to apply that same stand- 
ard of help for a child as they head into the 
high school. 

If you want to deal with the problem of 
the United States of America falling behind 
in math and science, you focus on the prob- 
lem, and you focus on it with what works 
and money and extra help. And that’s exactly 
what we intend to do to make that we 


begin to lay that foundation for a competitive 


sure 


tomorrow. 

I also understand that the Federal Govern 
ment has a role in helping people go to col- 
» It’s one thing to make sure the stu- 
dents have got the skill set, but if there’s not 
the financial means to get to a 


lege See 


university, 
then that skill set could conceivably be wast- 
ed. And we don’t want to waste it. We want 
to make sure we've got a strategy that works 
in the early grades and in the 


and then make likely a child can af- 


ford coming toa place like Tuskegee. 


high school, 
it more 


Of course, we have helped the Historically 
Black Colleges 
thank the 
panel I pledged 30-percent increase of 
Federal help to Historically Black Colleges, 


and we 


and Universities. I want to 


good doctor for serving on the 


met that commitment. I also said that 
Pell grant system is a very im- 
2001. 
been | million additional students on the Pell 
So there are now 5 million 
United States of America 
on Pell grants, which is an important part 


it’s really—the 


And since there have 


portant program. 


grant program 
students across the 
of making sure our students get to go toa 
higher education. 

I want to talk about a new program that 
| hope will interest you. It caught the good 
president's fancy when I described it to him, 

always believed that it’s 
1 objective . like 
people to nt rigorous courses, particularly 


and it’s this. I’ve 
if you have a encouraging 


in math and science, which lays the founda- 
tion for our engineers and our chemists and 
our physicists of the future, then there ought 
to be 


this year listened and passed a bill which | 


incentives to do that. And Congress 
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signed into law, which Margaret is now going 
to implement and it’s this: There are two 
This 


next 


new grants associated with Pell grants 
will be a $4.5-billion program overt the 
5 vears, and here’s the way it works 

One is called th 


grant 


Academic Competitive- 
ness which will provide additional 


and second-vear students. col 


money to first 
lege students who have comple ted a rigorous 
high SC hool curr ulum and have maintaine d 
a 3.0 GPA in college 


750 for first-vear students and up to $1,300 


There will be up to 


for second-year students. The idea is to en- 
courage rigorous courses and to provide in 
centive. I'm not talking about impossible I'm 
talking about raising the standard—saving to 


somebody Here § your chance Apply vour- 


self in the fields that we know are necessary 


to be able to compete in the 2Ist century 
and we'll he Ip you more 
And then third, we've 


SMART grants. Now 


college students, third and fourth-year col 


got what’s called 


these grants are for 
lege students, who have maintained a 3.0 
GPA and who major in math, science, or crit 
ical foreign languages. What we're trving to 
do is to make sure that people have got that 
skill set, and it makes sense to provide incen 
tives tor people And by the way, these grants 
will be up to an additional $4,000 per person 

So the Federal Government needs to play 
One 


goals and strategies, to make 


a vital role a vital role is to set the 
it clear to the 
American people we've got a choice to make 

Do we compete or do we retreat do we be- 
come isolationists and protectionists as a Na 
tion, o1 do we remalm a confident nation and 
lead the world? 

The Federal Government has got a role 
in making sure that there’s research dollars 
available for places like Tuskegee. The Fed 
eral Government has got a role to provide 
incentive tor private corporations to continue 
to invest in research and development 

| want to re mind you that the research 
being done today in this university will end 
up somewhere in our society 10, 20, or 30 
years from now. That's what's happening 
And at the same time, that research is help 
ing a young man or woman realize his or her 
dream, making sure that person gets the skill 


sets necessary to become the leaders. 
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We should never cede any educational ter- 
ritory to anvbody anywhere in the world. We 
the excellence all 
around the United States. And one 
do that is to continue to provide financial 


need to be centers ol 


way to 


help and to encourage pe op to take math 
and science through additional financial help 
And another way to do it is to make sure 
the public school system provides excellent 
education early in a child’s life, laying that 
foundation for children from all walks of life 
so that we can 


all across our countn con 


tinue to be the country of hope 


I am very confident about the future of 
‘ 
i 


this countrv. There’s nothing we can’t do i 
we don't put our mind to it. And this is a 
step in putting our mind to making sure the 
United States of America is the finest country 
on the face of the Earth 


at one of the finest institutions in the United 


I'm honored to be 


States of America to talk about this initiative 
Thanks for letting me come. God bless 


Nore: The President spoke at 12 
Kellogg Conference Center 


referred to Benjamin Franklin Payton 


20 p.m in the 
In his re marks he 
preside nt 
Bob Rile Vv ol Ala 


Tuskegee University: and Gov 


| 


Milla 


Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony 
for President Hu Jintao of China 
April 20, 2006 


Good morning. Laura and I are pleased 
to welcome President Hu Jintao and his wife 
Madam Liu, to the White House 

The United States and China are 
tions divided by 


two Nna- 
a vast ocean vet connected 
through a global economy that has created 
opportunity for both our peoples. The United 
States welcomes the emergence of a China 
that is peaceful and prosperous and that sup 
institutions. As stake 


ports international 


holders in the international system, our two 
nations share many strategic interests. Presi 
dent Hu and I will discuss how to advance 
China and _ the 
United States can cooperate responsibly with 


those interests and how 
other nations to address common challenge Ss 


Our two nations share an interest in ex- 
panding free and fair trade, which has in 
creased the prosperity of both the American 


people and the Chinese people. Trade in 
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goods between our two nations has grown 
to $285 billion a year, and U.S 


China grew percent in last year 


exports to 
nearly 2] 
alone. Our trade re lationship can become 
even stronger as China adopts policies that 
allow U.S companies to compete in ¢ hina 
with the same freedom that Chinese compa- 
nies are able to compete here in the United 
States. So we welcome China’s commitments 
to increase domestic demand, to reform its 
pension system, to expand market access for 
U.S. goods and services, to improve enforce 
ment of intellectual property rights, and to 


flexible 


change rate for its currency. These polic ies 


move toward a market-based ex 


will benefit the Chinese people and are con 
sistent with being a responsible member of 
the international economic system and a 
leader in the World Trade Organization 
Prosperity depends on security, so the 
United States and China share 
terest in enhancing security for both ow peo 


ples We intend to deep n our coope ration 


a Strategic in 


in addressing threats to global security, in 
Iran: the 
geno ide in Dartur Sudan the violence un 
and the 


proliferation of weapons of mass destruction 


cluding the nuclear ambitions of 


leashed by terrorists and extremists 


| appreciate China’s role as host of the six 
talks, which will be successful only if 
North Korea makes the right strategic deci 


sion: to abandon all its nuclear Weapons and 


party 


existing nuclear programs as pledged to the 


other five parties | will continue to seek 
President Hu’s advice and cooperation ind 


influ 
ence with North Korea to make m«e aningful 


urge his nation to use its considerabl 

progress toward a Korean Peninsula that is 

free of nuclear weapons 

generates threats 
United 


States and China share a strategic interest 


The natural world also 


to international security and the 
In meeting these « hallenges as well. We will 
continue to cooperate to fight avian flu and 
other pandemic diseases. We will continue 
to coopt rate to respond to natural disasters 
We will continue to cooperate to deve lop al 
New tec hnologis S 


can drive economic growth on both sides of 


ternatives to fossil fuels 


the Pacific and help us become better stew 
ards of our natural resources 
As the relationship between our two na 


tions grows and matures, we can be candid 
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about our disagreements. I'll continue to dis- 
uss with President Hu the importance of 
respecting human rights and freedoms of the 
( hinese people China has become success 
ful because the ( hinese people are experi- 
ence the freedom to buy and to sell and to 
produce And China can grow even more 
successful by allowing the Chinese people 
the freedom to assemble, to speak freely, and 
to worship 
The United States 
ibout our policy toward Taiwan. The United 
States 


will also be candid 


maintains our “one China policy 
based on the three communiques and the 
raiwan Relations Act. We oppose unilateral 
changes in the status quo in the Taiwan Strait 
by either side, and we urge all parties to avoid 
confrontational o1 provocative acts. And we 
believe the future of Taiwan should be re- 
solved peacefully 

rhe United States and China will continue 
to build on our common interests: we will 
address our differences in a spirit of mutual 
respect. We have made progress in building 
1 re lationship that IS candid and cooperative 
and President Hu’s visit will further that 
progr SS 

And so, Mr 
White 
I'm looking forward to our meetings, and I'm 


so thrilled to 


President. welcome to the 


House. We're really glad you're here 
welcome Madam Liu as well 


Thank vou for coming 


NoTI The President spoke at 9:44 a.m 
South Lawn at the Whit 


Hu was accorded a formal welcome 


on the 
House, where President 
with full mili 
President 
ferred to Liu Yonggqing, wite of Pre sident Hu. The 
of the Press Se« 
remarks of President Hu 


tary honors. In his remarks Bush re 


trans¢ ript released by the Office 


etary also included the 


Remarks Following a Meeting With 
President Hu Jintao of China and an 
Exchange With Reporters 


April 20, 2006 


President Bush. The President and | will 
make opening statements We'll be glad to 


answel two questions from each side. 
Mr. President, welcome. We've just had 
yet another constructive dialog. | enjoy my 


visits with President Hu. He tells me what 
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he thinks, and I tell him what I think, and 
we do so with respect 

China has important relations with the 
United States. We obviously have commer- 
cial relations that are important. We're work- 
ing on issues like Iran and Sudan. We’ve got 
a mutual interest in seeing that the Korean 
Peninsula is nuclear weapons-free. We spent 
time talking about Taiwan, and I assured the 
President my position has not changed. I do 
not support independence for Taiwan. 

We don’t agree on everything, but we're 
able to discuss our disagreements in a spirit 
of friendship and cooperation. So it’s a very 
important relationship 

And, Mr. President, thank you for your 
frankness and for our discussions. 

President Hu. To begin with, I would like 
to thank President Bush for his kind invita- 
tion and the generous hospitality accorded 
to me. And just now I had a pragmatic and 
constructive dialog with President Bush, and 
during that meeting, President Bush and | 
had in-depth exchange of views on the 
China-U.S relationship and major regional 
as well as international, issues of mutual in- 
terest 

We have reached important agreement at 
the meeting. We both agreed that under the 
new circumstances, given the international 
that China and the United 
States share extensive, common strategic in- 


situation here 


terests and there is a broad prospect for the 
mutually beneficial cooperation between the 
4 good China-U.S. relation- 
ship is of strategic significance to the mainte- 
nance and promotion of peace, stability, and 
development in the Asia-Pacific region and 
in the world at large 


two countries 


We both agreed to view and address the 
bilateral relationship from a strategic and 
long-term perspective, and we both agreed 
to comprehensively move forward the con- 
structive and cooperative China-U.S. rela- 
tionship in the 21st century, to the benefits 
of the Chinese and American peoples and 
peoples around the world. 

And during the meeting, I stressed the im- 
portance of the Taiwan question to Mr. 
President. Taiwan is an inalienable part of 
Chinese territory and we maintain consist- 
ently that under the basis of the “one China” 
principle, we are committed to safeguard 
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peace and stability in the Taiwan Straits, and 
to the promotion of the improvement and 
development of the cross-straits relations. 
We have the utmost sincerity, and we will 
do this to our utmost, with all sincerity, to 
strive for the prospect ol peaceful reunitica- 
tion. This being said, we will by no means 


allow Taiwan independence. 


President Bush gave us his understanding 
He reiterated the 
American positions and said that he does not 
hope that the moves taken by the Taiwan 


of the Chinese concerns 


authorities to change the status quo will 


upset the China-U.S. relationship, which | 
highly appreciate. 

We both agreed to work together to pro- 
mote the development of the economic ties 
and trade between the two countries on basis 
of a mutual benefit in seeking win-win out- 
comes. As for the differences, or even fric- 
tions between the two countries in this re- 
gard, we both believe that they may be prop- 
erly resolved through consultations on an 
equal footing. Both Mr. President and | 
spoke highly of the outcomes from the 17th 


JCCT meeting which was held not long ago 


President Bush and I also agreed that the 
two countries need to further increase their 
exchanges and cooperation in the military, 
law enforcement, science and technology, 
culture, education, and other fields. We also 
both agreed to further step up our dialog and 
cooperation in such fields as 
counterterrorism, nonproliferation, the pre- 
vention and control of the avian influenza 
energy, environmental protection, disaster 


prevention and relief, and other major issues 

Both sides agreed to continue their efforts 
to facilitate the six-party talks to seek a prop- 
er solution to the Korean nuclear issue, and 
both sides agree to continue their efforts to 
seek a peaceful resolution of the Iranian nu- 
clear issue. 

I assured Mr. President that China is will- 
ing to work together with the United States 
and other countries in the world in a joint 
endeavor to build a harmonious world fea- 
turing enduring peace and shared prosperity. 

President Bush. \ennifer | Jennifer Loven, 
Associated Press]. 
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Chinese Currency/Democracy in China 
Q. Thank you, sir. President Hu, when will 


China become a democracy with free elec- 
tions? And President Bush, why have you not 
been able to persuade China to more quickly 
revalue its currency? 

President Bush. 
made a 


Last July, the Chinese 


major decision on their currency. 
There’s been some appreciation in the cur- 
rency. We would hope there would be more 
appreciation in the currency. 

Q. President Hu? 

President Hu. | don't know—what do you 
What I can tell you 
is that we've always believed in China that 
if there ' there will be no 
modernization, which means that ever since 


mean by a democracy? 
is no democracy, 


China’s reform and opening up in the late 
1970s, China, on the one hand, has vigorously 
promoted economic reforms, and on the 
other, China has also been actively, properly, 
and appropriate ‘ly moved forw: urd the polit 
ical restructuring process, and we have al- 
ways been expanding the democracy and 
freedoms for the Chinese citizens 

In the will, in the light of Chi- 
na’s own national conditions and the will of 


future, we 


the Chinese people, continue to move ahead 


the political restructuring and to develop a 


will further ex- 
pand the orderly participation of the Chinese 
citizens in political affairs so that the Chinese 
citizens will be in a better position to exercise 
their 


cratic 


socialist democracy, and we 


democratic rights in terms of demo- 
democratic 
and democratic decisionmaking. 

President Bush. Do you want to call on 


somebody from the Chinese side? 


supervision, management 


China-U.S. Relations/Trade 


Q. I have a question for President Hu 
Jintao. And how do you view the problems 
and disputes between China and the United 
States in the field of economic ties and trade? 
And in your view, what kind of measures shall 
ve take to properly resolve these issues? 

President Hu. The 
trade 


ties and 
United States 
China- 
And in this eco- 
think that mutually 
beneficial cooperation and win-win outcomes 


economic 
between China and the 
are an important component the 
U.S. relationship as a whole. 
and trade, 


nomic ties 


represent the mainstream. 
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Although the two countries do have dif- 
ferent opinions or sometimes even frictions 
in this relationship, what has happened has 
proven that all these issues or differences can 
be properly resolved through consultations 
on a equal footing and further expansion of 
the mutually beneficial cooperation. 

We understand the American concerns 
over the trade imbalances, the protection of 
the intellectual property rights, and market 
access. We and we'll 
continue to take steps to properly resolve the 


issues. 


have taken measures, 


China pursues a policy of boosting domes- 

‘ demand, which means that we'll mainly 
= on domestic demand expansion to fur- 
ther promote the economic growth of the 
country. We do not pursue a excessively high 
trade surplus. 

We have already launched the reform of 
the RMB Chinese currency exchange rate re- 
gime, — has pi aid off initially. And in the 
future to make efforts to im- 
prove he RMB exchange rate regime. 

We'll continue to expand the market ac- 
cess and increase the import of American 
products. As a matter of fact, lately, a delega- 
tion composed 


e’ll continue 


Chinese businesspeople 
United States, and during 
their trip, they have totally signed 107 com- 
mercial contracts or agreements with a total 
value of over 16.2 billion U.S. dollars. 

The U.S. technology products export to 
China, particularly in the field of the export 
of high-tech products, are quite incompatible 
with the economic might of the United 
States. | hope that the United States Govern- 
ment will be able to relax or ease the restric- 


have been to the 


tions imp »sed on its export, particularly high- 
tech export to China. And we also hope that 
the U.S. Government will be able to create 
a level playing field for Chinese businesses 
who want to enter the American market. And 
this will certainly help bring down the trade 
deficit of the United States. And this will also 
contribute to the further sound and stable 
growth of the trading ties and economic co- 
operation between the two countries. 
President Bush. Let me say something on 
this. First of all, it was a very comprehensive 
answer, and I appreciate that, Mr. President. 
! am heartened by the President's answer be- 
cause he recognizes that a trade deficit with 
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the United States 


unsustainable 


as substantial as it is, is 


I appreciate his statement very mu h, be 
cause the American people all we want to 
in the international 


marketplace Le S used the word Wih-Wwill 


do is be treated fairly 


and that’s a very important concept when it 
comes to economics that are mutually bene 
ficial. Market access is very important and 
I appreciate your commitment to that, M1 
President 

that 
that 
it becomes an economy that is not export 


What also is very much important is 
for the—as the Chinese society evolves 
driven but consumer-driven. | appreciate the 
Government's commitment to that evolution 
because as there S more Consumers and hal 
it will mean that U.S 


nesses and businesses and farmers will have 


ket access small busi 
a chance to be able to find new markets. Ob 


viously, the Chinese Government takes the 


do I. And 


Il want to remind our citizens. as the 


currency Issue seriously and SO 
finally 
President said earlie exports to ( hina are 
up by 21 percent. And that means jobs 

And so we're going to continue to work 
on this very important relationship to make 
sure the playing field is le vel 


Steve {Steve Holland, Reuters 


Iran/North Korea 


Q. Thank you. President Bush, have you 
presented President Hu to go along with 
tougher actions against Iran, if 
such as sanctions? And President Hu, is there 
more you Can do to influence North Korea 
to give up nuclear weapons? 

President Bush. The first goal of any dia 


log with a partner with whom we're trying 


necessary 


to create peace is to have a common objec 
tive, a stated goal. And we have a common 
goal, and that is that Iran should not have 
the nuclear we apon the capac ity to make a 
nuclear weapon, or the know-how to how to 
make a nuclear weapon 

And the second goal is to be in a position 
where we can work on tactics. And one of 
the tactics that I've been talking to the Presi 
dent about is the use of the United Nations 
Security Council Chapter VII to send a com 
mon message to the Lranians that China and 
the United States and EU-3 countries, all 
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deeply are concertTic¢ d about the Iranian uh 
bition 


China is an important voice in inter 


And I will continue to work 
with the President to strategize as to how 


national affairs 


best to achieve ow important goal, which is 
i—an Iran without the capacity, the know 
how Oo! a nuclear weapon 

President Hu. 
that the nuclear issue on the Korean Penin 


] 
As our friends may know 


sula, China has always been persuading the 
parties for their reconciliation and promote 
the talks for peaceful solution. And we have 
always been making constructive efforts to 
denuclearize the Korean Peninsula 

It is exactly thanks to the concerted efforts 
of the parties involved that in September last 
year, the six parties had their fourth-round 
talks and successfully concluded a joint state 
ment as a initial result, which has not come 
easily 

The six-party talks have run into some dif 
ficulties at the moment. | hope that the pal 
ties will be able to further display flexibility 
work together 


and create necessary condi 


tions for the early resumption ol the talks 


China-U.S. Cultural Exchanges 
Q. Mi 
like to know, what is on your mind and what 
do to facilitate the 
pe ople to-people and cultural exchanges be 
tween the two countries? 
President Bush. | 
well, the first graduation speech I ever gave 
Notre Dame. And | 


1 distinctly remember the—a number 


President, good morning. | would 


kind of things you can 


re membet1 


PIVING 
as President was to 
Was 
of Chinese students that were there who had 
gotten advanced degrees. And it’s a vivid re 
minder that one of the best ways for ther« 
to be exchange is for there to be exchange 
of students. I think the more U.S 
who study in China, and the more Chines« 
students who study in the United States will 
lead to lasting understanding, which is ver 
important tor future relations. 

Obviously 


students 


y, there will be exchanges in the 
arts. There’s a great interest in the United 
States about the Chinese arts and the history 


of Chinese arts. There’s going to be sports 


exchanges. Yao Ming, | mean, he’s a per 


petual exchange. He’s a great player, and he’s 
here all the time. The Olympics will bring 





Administration of George W 


a great opportunity for us to have inter 
change. There’s all kinds of ways for the 
United States and Chinese people to get to 
know each other and | look forward to en- 
couraging those kind of avenues of dialog 
Presidents can talk, but sometimes the best 
way to have lasting friendship is for there 
to be a lot ol people to people exchanges 


Thank you very much 


Norte: The President spoke at 1] 

Oval Office at the White Hous« 

he referred to Yao Ming, center, National Basket 

ball Association’s Houston Rockets. President Hu 
’ 


ind two reporters spoke in Chinese, and their re 


16 a.m. in the 


In his remarks 


marks were translated by an inte rpreter 


Remarks at a Luncheon Honoring 
President Hu Jintao of China 
April 20, 2006 


Mr. President, Madam Liu, Laura and | 
are honored to welcome vou to the and 


White House. It’s a 


pl isure to have vou here 


your delegation to the 
along with ou 
other distinguished guests 

China is home to an ancient civilization 
and it is helping to shape the modern world 
China’s economy has 


In a single generation 


moved from isolation and stagnation to en 


gagement and China has 


expansion \s 
grown, Our two peoples have come to know 
one another better 

Thirty-five vears ago this month, the Chi 
United 
Laughter 
It's an event that marked the beginning of 


nese Government welcomed the 


States ping-pong team to Beijing 
renewal—renewed cultural exchanges | 
tween our two nations. Today, Chinese ath 
letes compete professionally in the United 
States, and Americans appreciate the oppo! 
tunity to see them play 

In 2008, China will welcome athletes from 
all over the world as your great nation hosts 
the summer Olympics Beijing will showcas« 
China’s transformation and demonstrate Chi 
na’s commitment to the international institu 
tions that make fair and peac eful competition 
pe »ssible for all nations 

Mr. President, I thank you for th 


structive and candid conversations we had 


con 


this morning. I appreciate the opportunity to 


expand the dialog between our two great na 


Bush, 2006 Api 


20 745 


And, Mr. 


offer a toast to you and to your gracious wife 


tions President, I'm pleased to 


and to the people of China. 


Not 


East Room at the 


The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. in the 
White House 
he referred to Liu Yongqing, wife of President 
Hu. The transe ript re leased by the Office of the 


In his remarks 


Press Secretary also included the remarks of Presi 


dent Hu 


Remarks at the President’s 
Environmental Youth Awards 
Ceremony 

April 20, 2006 


The President. Thank you Please be seat 
ed. Thanks for Welcome. Glad 
you're here. Sorry I'm a little late. I just fin 


ished having a 


coming 


lunch with President Hu 


Jintao of China, a very important lunch. | 
hope you forgive me for running a little late 
But thanks for letting us come by to say hello 
I'm proud to join Steve Johnson in honoring 
young Americans who have given time and 
energy to help make this country a better 


pl ice. We're really glad you're here. 

You're serving as young stewards of the 
environment, which means you're setting a 
good example for what it means to be a cit 

izen. It’s, like, what we call citizenship in ac 

tron And you re helping make America a 
And so we're really glad 


you're here. I’m glad to be a part ol the award 


wonderful place 


ceremony 

I want to thank all the Administrators from 
the EPA who are here, but | particularly 
vant to thank Steve and Debbie for joining 
We're here to honor, Steve, in 
you don’t know it yet laughter 19 


voung Americans who are helping to protect 


us aS well 


Cans 


the natural heritage of our country. I appre 
ciate the fact that you’re setting good exam 
ples too, by the way, and doing what you'r 


doing you re showing people how to lead and 


how to be a responsible citizen. 
| 


| appreciate the rain gardens that were 
built in places like Massachusetts and Michi- 
gan to catch runoff and prevent it from pol- 
luting local rivers and streams. That’s a smart 
In New York, folks 


idea; thanks for doing it 
have organized volunteers to stencil 


he re 


warnings near neighborhood sewers. That's 





746 


a good way to help protect the environment, 
isn’t it? 

In Pennsylvania, folks here built an envi- 
ronmental demonstration house to showcase 
environmental products and technologies. It 
makes a lot of sense to showcase new tech- 
After all, 
he ‘Ip change the world in a positive way so 


nologies. technologies are going to 
that we can be good stewards of the environ- 
ment. 

As a matter of fact, one of the technologies 
that are—a part of the technological revolu- 
tion that we’re pushing hard here is to change 
the way we One of 
these what they 


drive our automobiles. 


days, we’re going to have 


call hybrid plug-in batteries. You'll be able 
your car for the 
electricity. 


40 miles on 
That seems to make sense. It does 
a couple of things. One, it helps to improve 
the 
dependent on oil. And one of my hope s is 
that one the 
using any oil but will be 


to drive first 


environment, but it also makes us less 


of these days, cars you drive 


won't be using hy- 
drogen, as a way to protect the environment. 
So those working on new 
technologies, thanks. It’s a smart thing to do. 
That’s exactly what this Government needs 
to be doing more of as well, and will be 
more of. 


of you who are 


doing 


I'm proud to welcome folks from Georgia, 
and your club called “The Creek Freaks.” 
|Laughter| When I first heard the name, | 
thought it might be like a band or something, 
you know? [Laughter] I welcome the folks 
from Arkansas, who are clearing trash. By the 
way, the Creek Freaks are helping to protect 
wetlands. I don’t know if you know this, but 
we've increased the wetlands by a half-a-mil- 
lion acres over 2 2 years. That’s a really impor- 
tant initiative. And for those of you who are 
helping do that, I want to thank you very 
much. 

In Arkansas you've cleared trash and de- 
veloped projects to stabilize the banks of : 
local stream. Thanks for coming, car aay 
If you hi appen to get close to Texas, tell them 
hello. 

In Missouri, you restored a portion of a 
park—adjacent to a school—to a native prai- 
rie. I don’t know if you know this or not, 
but Laura and I are fortunate to own some 
property in central Texas, near a town called 
Crawford. You've heard of it, Richard. 


Apr. 
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|Laughter| One of our projects is to restore 
as much of our land as possible to native 
grasses and wildflowers. We've got buffalo 
grasses, bluestem—little bluestem grass. And 
interestingly enough, we've converted about 
50 to 60 acres of our land to—so we 
provide seed for people 


can 
so they can then 
plant little bluestem. And it’s a neat project, 
and I would encourage ranchers and farmers 
to be able to find ways to help plant native 
grasses, just like the kids from Missouri have 
done here. 

In Alaska, you built a grated wall that pro- 
local creek. That makes 
sense, you know. People ought to be allowed 
to have access to nature, 


vides access to a 


but you want to 
do it in a way that protects the environment. 
It’s one of the reasons why I proposed that 
we spend $5 billion on making sure that the 
maintenance issues in our national parks are 
improved, and we're on the way to making 
sure that happens. I believe in national parks, 
and I believe people ought to have access 
to national parks. After all, it’s the people’s 
parks; it’s not a handful of people’s parks. 
It’s everybody's park. And the Federal Gov- 
ernment has a role to maintain those parks, 
and we're doing a good job of that. 

In California, 8-year-olders here launched 
a composting and recycling effort called 
“The Wonderful Weird World of Worms.” 
|Laughter| That’s kind of hard for me to say. 
| Laughter] 

Got some folks from Utah that built a hy- 
brid land speed racer which he drives to 
school and nearby salt flats to 
alternative fuel vehi- 
I just talked to you about the hybrid 
plug-in battery and hydroge n. There 
other alternative fuel that we need to use 
in our vehicles, and that’s ethanol. don’t 
know if you study that in your schools, but 
it's possible to make fuel for automobiles 
As a matter of fact, we’re doing 
quite a bit of that in the Midwest—or sugar. 
Sugarcane is pretty good for making fuel 
ethanol. 

But we're close to 
some 


races at the 
raise nye about 
cle -*® 


an- 


from corn. 


some breakthroughs, 
technological breakthroughs that will 
enable us to make ethanol from wood chips 
and compost. And when we hit that, all of 
a sudden, you're going to see ethanol all 
across the country. It makes sense to drive 
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our cars from agricultural products, doesn't 
it as opposed to oil? 

And so thank you for setting such a good 
example. We're really glad you're here. You 
know, good environmental policy requires 
Federal effort, but it also requires State ef 
fort and local effort and volunteer effort. All 
of us need to pitch in to make 
the land and make 
as can be. 


—to conserve 
this country as beautiful 


And by being here today, you're 
showing a strong commitment for the future 
And we’! 

got people like you that a 


you did 


‘e blessed that we've 
re willing to do what 


of our country. 


So I want to welcome you. I want to wel- 
I want to welcome your teach- 


Thanks for 


your parents 


come you all: 
ers. Thank you for being here 
teaching. | want to welcome 
I really appreciate you raising such good 


folks. EPA Ad 


ministrator to God 


And I want to welcome the 
announce the awards. 


bless, thanks for coming. 


At this point, Administrator of the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency Stephen John- 
son introduced the award recipients from 
each region, and the President congratulated 
them. | 


The President. 
gratulations 


Thanks for coming. Con 


Norte: The President spoke at 2 
150 of the Dwight D 
fice Building. In his remarks, he referred to 
Debbie Johnson, wife of EPA Administrator John 
son; and Richard E Evironmental Pro 
tection Agency Region VI Administrator 


59 p.m. in Room 
Eisenhower Executive Of 


Creen 


Proclamation 8003—National 
Physical Fitness and Sports Month, 
2006 

April 20, 2006 

By the President of the United States 

of America 

A Proclamation 


President's Council on 
Physical Fitness and Sports has helped indi- 
viduals, 


For 50 vears, the 


schools, communities, businesses 


and organizations promote healthy lifestyles. 
During this year’s National Physical Fitness 


and Sports Month, we celebrate the Coun- 
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cil’s 50th anniversary and underscore our Na- 
tion’s strong commitment to health, physical 
activity, and fitness. 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower founded 
the President’s Council on Youth Fitness in 
1956 to encourage America’s youth to make 
that year, “Our 
young people must be physically as well as 
ment ully and spiritu: lly prepare d for Amer- 
ican citize nship.” The Council later became 
the President’s Council on Physical Fitness 


fitness a priority. He wrote 


and Sports, including people of all ages and 
abilities and promoting fitness through sports 
and games 

Today, the Council continues to play an 
important role’ in promoting fitness and 


America. My HealthierUS 


healthy living in 


Initiative provides simple steps to help citi- 


zens live longer and better lives, and millions 
of young people and adults have participated 
in the President's Challenge awards program. 
has infor- 
mation about these programs and other ways 
\mericans Can improve their health through 
physical activity. 


The Council’s website, fitness.gov, 


By exercising regularly and 
maintaining healthy eating habits, individuals 
can feel better and reduce their risk of chron- 
ic health conditions like diabetes. 
An active lifestyle 
also creates opportunities for friends and 


obesity, 
heart disease, and cancer 
family to spend time together and enjoy var- 
» such as biking, hiking, 
“am. sports. The 


ious torms of exercise 
and te 


creased self-confidence, 


medical benefits, in- 
and stress reduction 
that can come from athletic activity help con- 
tribute to a healthier, more productive Na- 
tion 

| urge children, teens, and all Americans 
to make 


— ige 


time every day for exercise and to 


family friends, and ne ‘ighbors to 
live healthier lives by participating in physical 
fitness activities. As President Kennedy said 
at the 1961 Youth Fitness Conference, “We 
do not want in the United States a nation 
of spectators. We want a nation of partici- 
pants in the vigorous life.” 

Now, Therefore, 1, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim May 2006 as Na- 
tional Physical Fitness and Sports Month. 


call upon the people of the United States to 


by virtue 
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make daily exercise a priority. | encourage 


individuals community organizations and 
schools to celebrate with physical and athletic 
activities and to work toward the great na 
tional goal of an active, fit America 

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set 
my hand this nineteenth day of April in the 
year of our and of 
the Independence of the United States of 


America the two hundred and thirtieth 


Lord two thousand six 


George W. Bush 


Office of the Federal Register 


April 2] 2006 


Filed with the 
S:49 a.m 


Not! his pro la 
Fede ral Re uiste? 


mation was published in the 


on April 24 


Proclamation 8004—National 
Volunteer Week, 2006 
\pril 20, 2006 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


4 Proclamation 


Throughout our country, volunteers mak¢ 
America stronger and better by reaching out 
to help their neighbors in need. During Na 
tional Volunteer Week, we recognize the mil 
lions of individuals who dedicate their time 
talents, and energy to making a difference 
in the lives of others and reaffirm our com 
mitment to supporting these soldiers in the 
armies Of Compassion 


In the 1830s 


de Tocquevill visited our Nation and 


a Frenchman named Alexis 
Saw 


that the secret to America’s success was out 


talent for bringing people together for the 


common good and our willingness to serve 
the great 
strength of America is still found in the hearts 


a cause greater than self. Today 


and souls of our people By making a com 


mitment to service, integrity, and good citi 
zenship our Nation’s volunteers show thei: 
gratitude for the blessings of freedom and 
help build a more hopeful future for our chil 
dren and grandchildren. 

Since we created USA Freedom (¢ orps in 


2002 


my Administration has matched mil 
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lions of willing volunteers with opportunite S 
to serve in their communities. These kind 
hearted individuals help people who hurt 
feed those 
who are hungry, and shelter those who need 
In the aftermath of the 
hurricanes of 2005 people throughout ow 


mentor children who need love 


homes ce vastating 
great Nation open d their hearts to he Ip the 
Gulf Coast recover and rebuild. We will con 
tinue to foster the efforts of the millions who 
care deeply about the future of our country 
and the plight of their fellow citizens. Ameri 
cans Can find more information about volun 
teer service opportunitic s in their own home 
towns by visiting the USA Freedom Corps 
website aut volunteer.gov 

Our Nation is a 


prosperity and oun 


force for freedom and 
greatness is measured by 
treat one another 


Volunteer Week 


we appreciate the mil 


Our character and how we 
National 


throughout the vear 


During and 
lions of volunteers across America and strive 
to be a more compassionate and decent soci 
ety 

Now, Therefore, 1, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the the United 
States, do hereby pro laim April 23 through 
April 29, 2006, as National Volunteer Week 


| call upon all Americans to recognize and 


America 


Constitution and laws of 


celebrate the important work that volunteers 
do every day throughout our country. | also 
encourage citizens to explore ways to help 
their neighbors in need and serve a causé 
greater than themselves 

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set 
mv hand this nineteenth day of April in the 
vear of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 


America the two hundred and thirtieth 


George W. Bush 


Filed with the Office of the 
$:49 a.m April 21 2006 


Federal Registe 


Nore: This proclamation Was published in the 
Federal Register on April 24 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Che following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an 
nounced by the Office of the 


not included elsewhere in this issue 


Press Secretary and 


April 15 
In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the 
President had an intelligence briefing. 
the President and Mrs 
Bush had Easter lunch with family members 
April 16 
In the morning, at the Evergreen (¢ hapel 
at Camp David, the Mrs 
and family members attended an Easter Sun 
Later, he met with U.S 


In the afternoon 


President Bush 


day service military 
pe rsonnel 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs 
Bush returned to Washington, D¢ 


April 17 

In the morning the President had an intel 
ligence briefing Later, on the State Floor 
he and Mrs. Bush attended a White Hous« 
Easter Egg Roll breakfast reception. They 
then participated in the White House Easter 
Ege Roll on the South Lawn 

Later in the morning, the President tray 
eled to Sterling, VA, where, upon arrival, he 
toured Europa Stone Distributors, Inc 

In the afternoon 
to Washington, D¢ 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Paul A. Denett to be Administrator 
for Federal Procurement Policy at the Offic 
of Management and Budget 


the President returned 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Debra Abrams; Esther Jungreis; Norma 
Lerner; Marvin A. Pomerantz: Alan Neil 
Rechtshaffen; |. Philip Rosen; Elie Wiesel 
Bradley David Wine and Judith Yudof. 


April 18 


In the morning, the President had an inte! 


Council 


ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Rock 
ville, MD at the Parkland Magnet 
Middle School for \erospace Technology he 


W here 


met with students and teachers 
In the afternoon, the President returned 


to Washington, D¢ 
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The President announced his intention to 
nominate Rob Portman to be Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Susan C. Schwab to be U.S. Trade 
with the Ambas- 


Representative rank of 


S ido1 
April 19 

In the morming the President had an intel 
Later, he met with a chil- 
dren’s soccer team from Iraq. He then trav- 


eled to Tuskegee 


ligence briefing 
AL. where upon arrival 
he met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer 
Vester Marable. Late 


sitv, he participated in a demonstration of 


ry" 1 
at Tuskegee Univer- 


nanote chnology researe h 
In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, D¢ 
The President announced his appointment 
of Joel D Kaplan as Assistant to the Presi 
dent and Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy. 
The President announced his recess ap- 
pointment of John I 


R. Saving as members of the Boards of Trust 


Palmer and Thomas 


ees of the Federal Old-Age and Survivors In- 
Fund, the Federal Disability 
Insurance Trust Fund, the Federal Hospital 
Insurance Trust Fund, and the Federal Sup 
plementary Medical Insurance Trust Fund. 


surance Trust 


Che President announced his recess ap 
pointment of Bertha K Madras as Deputy 
Director for Demand Reduction at the Of- 
fice of National Drug Control Policy 

The President announced his recess ap 
pointment of James F.X. O'Gara as Deputy 
Director tor Supply Reduction at the Office 
of National Drug Control Policy 


April 20 
In the morning, the President had an intel 
ligence briefing 


In the afternoon, in the East Room, the 


Mrs. Bush 


lunch and entertainment for President Hu 


President and hosted a_ social 


Jintao of China and his wife, Liu Yongging. 


April 21 

In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, he met with Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice. He then traveled 
to Moffett Federal Airfield, CA, where, upon 
arrival, he met with USA Freedom Corps vol- 
unteer Joe Russo. While enroute aboard Air 
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Force One, he participated ina telephone 
conversation with Prime Minister-elect Ro- 
mano Prodi of Italy to congratulate him on 
his election victory. 

Later in the morning, the President trav- 
eled to San Jose CA 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Stanford, CA, where, at a private residence 


he met Fellows. 


with Hoover Institution 
Later, the President had dinner at a private 
residence. 

In the evening, the President traveled to 
St. Helena, CA 

The White House announced 
President will host Minister 
Fogh Rasmussen of Denmark at 


David, MD, on June 9 


that the 
Prime Anders 


Camp 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 


NotI No nominations were submitted to the 


Senate during the perio covered by this issue 





Checklist 


of White House Press Releases 


The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
Digest of 


items nor covered by entries in the 


Other White House Announcements 


Released April 17 
Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Scott McClellan 


Statement by the Press Secretary on the ter- 
rorist attack in Tel Aviv, Israel] 
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Released April 18 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec 
retary Scott McClellan 

Fact sheet: The American Competitiveness 
Initiative: Encouraging Innovation 


Released April 19 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec- 
retary Scott Mc¢ ‘lellan 

Released April 20 

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy Na- 
tional Security Adviser Faryar Shirzad and 
National Security Council Acting Senior Di 


Wilder on the President's 
Meetings with President Hu Jintao of China 


rector Dennis 


Statement by the Press Sec retary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 4979 


Released April 21 


Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec- 
retary Scott Mc ‘lellan 


Statement by the Press Secretary: President 
Bush to Host Danish Prime Minister Anders 
Fogh Rasmussen at Camp David 


Statement by the Press Secretary: Inter 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) and World 


Bank Spring Meetings April 22-23, 2006 


Statement by 


Council on Environmental 


Quality Chairman James L. Connaughton on 
levee repairs in California 





Acts Approved 
by the President 


Approved April 20 


H.R. 4979 / Public Law 109-218 
Local Community Recovery Act of 2006 
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